25 OCT 2003

Kadi r - Deepaval

OPEN HOUSE CELEBRATI ONS, AN ASSET TOMRDS CREATI ON OF A MALAYSI AN RACE
SAYS KADI R

PENANG, Oct 25 (Bernama) -- The open house cel ebrations held in
conjunction with festivals celebrated by cormunities in the country is an
asset towards the creation of a Malaysian race, said Culture, Arts and
Tourism M ni ster Datuk Paduka Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir.

The presence of thousands of guests at governnent held open houses had
hel ped to erase unwanted suspi ci ons anong the various comunities and
provi ded proof to the world that Ml aysia could create a genuine and united
Mal aysi an race, he said at the national open house held in conjunction with
Deepaval i here today.

He said the governnent had created a nbdel such as the open house
cel ebrations as guidance for the people to put into practice the underlying
concept behi nd open houses.

"We shoul d work together and contribute ideas to the government to
achi eve true unity at hone and when we neet each other during
cel ebrations," he said.

The open house was al so attended by sonme 300 foreign nedia
representatives who were invited by the government to see the col ourful
side of Mal aysia and the harnony that existed anong the various
comuni ti es.

The Yang Di pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Syed Putra Jaral ul |l ai
had of ficiated the open house which was attended by over 50,000 peopl e.

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon neanwhile said in his speech the
nati onal open house reflected the unity of the people in nation-building
efforts.

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had i nspired the
people with the "Mal aysi a Bol eh” sl ogan and the peopl e shoul d uphold the
sl ogan to ensure that the country woul d continue to achi eve progress and
its plural society living in peace.

I n KUALA LUVPUR, Kual a Lunmpur Datuk Bandar Datuk Mohanmad Shai d Mohamed
Taufek officiated a Deepaval i open house, jointly organi sed by Kual a Lunpur
City Hall (DBKL) and Kual a Lunpur | ndian Chanber of Conmerce and I ndustry.

Over 2,000 people including foreign diplomats attended the open house.

Meanwhi | e, several foreign tourists net at the open house expressed
their amazenent at the uni queness of the Ml aysi an cul tures.

Steven Doel from German said the open house concept was sonet hing new
to him

"I really love the open house concept because its sonething unique. W
don't have it in Europe," he said.

For Australian couple, M and Ms Alex WIKkins, the open house was an
excel l ent idea where everybody regardl ess of races and religions could come
t oget her and cel ebrat e.

In ALOR STAR, nore than 5,000 people attended a simlar open house at
the Menara Alor Star.

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain al so displayed his skil
in preparing the "tosei", an Indian pancake, at the open house held from
llamto 5pm
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