06 FEB 2003
Orang Asli-Livelihood
ORANG ASLI ECONOM C STATUS | MPROVI NG - SAYS MUSTAPA

JELI, Feb 6 (Bernama) -- Orang Asli lifestyles continue to inprove, as
many famlies enjoy nodern facilities and some even own mni oil palm
est ates.

The Nati onal Econom c Action Council Executive Director Datuk Mistapa
Mohaned said the governnent all ocated huge funds yearly to ensure the
community benefited frominfrastructure devel opnents |ike electricity,
wat er supply and roads.

"The federal governnent al so provides special schools in the Orang Asli
settlements to enable their children to receive proper education," he told
reporters after visiting the "Sungai Long Jasa Murni Programre," here
t oday.

In addition, their school uniforns and stationeries are al so governnent
sponsored, so the younger generation are better educated, he said.

The one-day programe, jointly sponsored by the Ml aysi an Arnmed Forces
and the Sout hern Kel antan Devel opnent Board, included a RML.5 nmillion
hitech nmobile clinic.

About 500 people, nostly Orang Asli, from Manok, Pos Sungai Rual and
Kal ok village received free nedi cal and dental treatnent fromtwo doctors
and 23 military personnel

Must apa said about 70 Orang Asli families, conprising 400 people, in
these settlenments owned mni oil palmestates that coul d be harvested

Wth these estates, the comunity need not migrate fromonce place to
another in search of their livelihoods.

I n anot her devel opnent, asked about Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad's statement that no general el ection would be held soon,
Must apa said Kelantan Umo is ready to face el ections anyti ne.

Asked about reports that several Pas menbers would like to join Umo,
he said if it is true, they could join any branches and the party is
prepared to open new branches if the nunbers are |arge

This is a good sign for Umo and the party started to win their
confi dence through the federal governnent policies, he added.
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