30 MAY 2003
Ef f endi - Nucl eus
ORCHARD OWNERS URGED TO JO N NUCLEUS PROGRAMVE

MELAKA, May 30 (Bernama) -- Orchard owners have been urged to
participate in the Agriculture Mnistry's nucleus programe to ensure their
orchards are managed i n an organi sed way using the | atest technol ogy.

Its Mnister Datuk Dr Effendi Norwawi said under this programe,
orchard owners could also earn nore as their farm produce was market ed
together with that fromother orchards.

"The Agriculture Departnent will advise on nodern technol ogy nmanagenent
whi |l e the Mal aysi an Agricul ture Research and Devel opnent Institute (Mardi)
will assist on research to boost quality and yield."

Effendi told reporters this after attending a briefing on the progress
of the Sungai Udang Satellite Farm here today.

Marketing of produce fromthe orchards in the cluster programe woul d
be handl ed by the Federal Agriculture Marketing Authority (Fama), he said.

On opportunities fromthe RML billion fund for farmers in the econonic
stimul us package, Effendi said: "Loans can be nade through Bank Pertani an
and with the nucl eus orchard programre, farners can increase their incone

many tinmes."
He said the ministry would al so neet its agencies next week to identify
potential projects to be devel oped under the RVM2.86 billion allocation

whi ch coul d benefit sone 400,000 farners, fishernmen and |ivestock breeders
nati onw de.

Effendi said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmed woul d | aunch
the Satellite Farmconcept in July and this involved selling farm
fisheries and |ivestock produce in one area.

"There will be six satellite farms conprising 500 hectares and
approximately 300 farnmers in Mel aka, Sel angor, Johor, Kedah, Perak and
Pahang, " he sai d.

He said apart fromgetting fresh produce in one area, the satellite
farnms could be tourist attractions as well as weekend recreation spots for
famlies.
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