21 JUN 2003
Umo- Debat e (Educati on/ Rel i gi on)
T GANU UMNO CALLS FOR CREATI ON OF FEDERAL MUFTI POST

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernamm) -- The Terengganu Umo has urged the
governnent to create a federal nmufti post in efforts to standardi se
i ssuance of fatwa in the country.

Its del egate, Datuk Awang Jabar, said the existence of such a post
woul d pave the way for a nore nethodi cal and organi sed manner in the
i ssuance of any fatwa.

"At the nmomermt, the fatwa is decided and issued by the National Fatwa
Council but this is not adhered to by all states. There are various
conflicts in the fatwa i ssued by state religious authorities, hence we nust
make it uniform"

Awang said this when debating the notion on education/religion at the
54t h Umo general assenbly in the Putra World Trade Centre (PWIC) here
t oday.

The notion was tabled by Umo Johor del egate Datuk Gapar Gurrohu

Awang al so called for the federal and state governnents to arrive at a
conpronise in inplenenting Islanic fanly | aws.

Awang said at present the Islamc famly | aws were under the
jurisdiction of state governnents and this conpromi se would allow the
federal governnment to standardise the Muslimfam |y regul ations.

Meanwhi | e Wanita Umo del egate Fati mah Abdul | ah urged the Educati on
Mnistry to include Arabic as one of the subjects in schools.

"This is appropriate as Arabic is the Quranic | anguage and suitable as
our country is an Islanmic nation," she said.

Fati mah called on the nmnistry to set up religious schools which used
Arabi c as the medi umof instruction.

These schools could also be utilised as preparatory centres if their
students were to pursue further education in the Arabic nations, she said.
Federal Territory delegate Isnmaliza Ismail proposed for each of the
Umo division to build an initiative to assist Malays to master the English

| anguage.

This woul d al so push the Malays to be on par with the other races in
terns of progress, said |Isnaliza.

Ismaliza al so urged for education on famly val ues be expanded
nationwide in efforts to stop noral deterioration anong youngsters.

Pahang Umo del egat e Ahnmad Munawar Abdul Jalil said the recognition
accorded by Al -Azhar University on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad showed that Mal aysia was a nation capable of |eading other Islamc
countri es.

"Al -Azhar University acknow edged Dr Mahathir's contributions in
devel opi ng the nation and Islam however there a few who do not (w sh to)
admt that Malaysia is an Islanic country," he said.
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