13 MAY 2003
Hami d- Al DS
OVER 70 PER CENT OF HI V/ AI DS VI CTI M5 ARE MALAYS

PUTRAJAYA, May 13 (Bernamm) -- The | ack of understandi ng about HI V/ Al DS
or Acquired Inmmune Difficiency Syndrone has | ed certain sectors of the
Musl imcomunity to take the matter lightly.

Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Ham d Zai na
Abi din said today that when people do not understand the di sease they
ostracise the sufferers as in the case of H V/ AIDS victins.

He said this at a nmedia conference on the '2nd Islam c Leaders
I nternational Consultation on Dealing with H V/AIDS' to be held here from
May 19 to 23.

Rel i gi ous organi sations in Ml aysia al so hel ped eradi cate drug abuse -
believed to be the nain reason many Mal ays were infected with the di sease.

"The awareness nust increase so that future generations can avoid
falling prey to drug addiction and beconing infected with AIDS," he said.

Mal aysi an Ai ds Council President Datuk Paduka Marina Mahathir said,
till last year, over 34,500 or 72 per cent of HI V/Aids victins were Ml ays.

She said the international consultation would draw together religious
| eaders, researchers, and non-governnental organi sations to exchange vi ews
on overconing the spread of AIDS - a disease that remains incurable.

"It coulds also be used to create a network to increased awareness and
under st andi ng, " she added.

Over 300 participants are expected at the event organised jointly by
t he Mal aysi an | sl ani c Devel opent Departnent and the Ml aysi an Ai ds
Counci | .

The event themed ' The Caring Umrah: Transform ng the Response' is hoped
to create an action plan and charter to allow Muslins to create an
envi ronenent where H V/ Al DS can be overcome using |Islamc approach.
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