08 JUL 2003
Schol ar s- Response
OVERWHELM NG RESPONSE TO MULTAQA FROM | SLAM C SCHOLARS

PUTRAJAYA, July 8 (Bernama) -- The overwhel mi ng response to the
three-day Wrld Conference of Islamc Scholars, which will begin here on
Thursday, has forced the organisers to turn down requests for extra
participants due to limted seats.

The chai rman of the conference executing comrttee, Datuk Mohamad
Nakhaei Ahnmad said the conference had attracted 90 foreign and 750 | oca
schol ars, nore than the anticipated figure of 700 participants including 80
fromoutside the country.

"I't's beyond our expectation and due to linted seats we have to
decline requests for extra participants,” he told Bernama at the Marriott
Hotel here, the venue of the conference.

The conference to provide is the brainchild of Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, who will al so officiates the opening on Thurday.

Anong the fanous Islanic scholars to attend the conference or "nultaqga"
i s Shei kh Al -Azhar of Egypt, Dr Sayyid Muihanmad Tantawi, who will deliver a
keynote address entitled "True Religion in Facing Chall enges of
d obal i sati on"

"The encouragi ng response is probably due to the worki ng papers, which
focus on current issues and the future direction of Miuslinms in facing the
era of globalisation," said Mohamad Nakhaie, who is al so the president of
t he Mal aysi an | sl am ¢ Dakwah Foundation (YAD M.

A total of 22 working papers in Arabic and English are expected to be
tabled at the conference, which is organised by the Prime Mnister's
Depart ment .

He said the working papers woul d be translated into English and Ml ay
whil e those in English, back translated in Arabic and Ml ay.

In addition, he said the participants would al so be given a running
transl ati on of the working papers as they were presented.

"The purpose is to ensure that the message is effectively conveyed to
the participants,” he said.

Nakhai e hoped that the conference could be the turning point in terms
of society's perception of |Islam which should be | ooked at as a
conmpr ehensi ve way of life instead of just rituals.

He said the "nmul taga" hopefully woul d create awareness anmong Miuslins on
t he i nportance of devel oping strength in all fields, especially econony and
know edge.

This would include the ability to supply sophisticated equi prent for
defence, he said.
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