18 SEP 2003

PM SHUDDERS AT ASSASSI NATI ON THREAT OVER ARAFAT

PUTRAJAYA, Sept 18 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad t oni ght
described as "scary" the United States veto over a UN Security Council
resol uti on seeking to protect Palestinian President Yasser Arafat from an
Israeli threat "to renove" him

"When there is a veto, it seens like legitimsing assassination. This
is sonething scary,” the Prine Mnister told reporters on the sidelines of
a farewell reception for former Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong
Sik at Seri Perdana here.

Expr essi ng sadness over the matter, he said this wuld al so nean that
assassi nation was al |l owed when nations were involved in a conflict.

Asked whet her the US nove would inflanme further hatred towards
Washi ngton, Dr Mahathir said: "If anything happens to Arafat, | amquite
sure feelings will get worse.”

I srael received international condemation |ast week for announcing a
decision "to renove" Arafat for allegedly being an obstacle to peace.

Arafat has reportedly said that he was unfazed by the US veto.
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