30 MAY 2003
Pai r i n- Kaamat an
PAI RI N EXPRESSES H S GRATI TUDE TO DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, May 30 (Bernamm) -- Kadazandusun Cul tural Association
Presi dent Datuk Seri Panglinma Joseph Pairin Kitingan today expressed his
heartfelt gratitude to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad for
hi s Kaamat an Festival nessage.

"I have read the message fromthe Ri ght Honourable Prine Mnister and
on behal f of the Sabah people, especially the Kadazandusun conmunity,
wi sh to express nmy heartfelt gratitude to him" Pairin said in his speech
at the KDCA- Huguan Si ou Kaanmat an Open House 2003.

Chi ef M nister Datuk Misa Aman was the guest of honour at the event,
whi ch was al so attended by state and federal cabinet ministers.

The Prime Mnister and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali yesterday
sent greetings to the Kadazandusun and Murut communities in conjunction
with the Kaamatan Festival being celebrated in Sabah today and tonorrow.

The Prime M nister said the festival to celebrate harvesting by the
Kadazandusun and Murut conmunities was al so known anbng ot her comunities
in the country.

"This shows that the country does not discrimnate agai nst or
mar gi nal i se any ethnic group in Malaysia in practising their custons,
traditions or beliefs,” the Prime Mnister had said in his nmessage.

Pairin, who is "Huguan Siou" or paranount chief in the Kadazandusun
community said the association would continue to work with the governnent
to make the Kaamatan Festival a unifying factor anong the different
communities in the country.

"The projection of various cultures will help integrate the country's
mul ti-racial society,” added Pairin.
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