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KUALA LUMPUR, April 16 (Bernanme) -- Pakistan offers a variety of
i ncentives and a good business clinmate for foreign investors, particularly
from Ml aysia, says its Federal Mnister for Industries and Producti on,
Liagat Ali Jatoi.

"W have al so fornul ated policies that are acceptable to investors and
we are working very hard to make our offer nore attractive," he said in a
press conference after briefing sonme | ocal investors on "Investnent
I ncentives and Busi ness Qpportunity in Pakistan" at Wsnma FMM here today.

Apart fromits geographical factor that nakes it a gateway for
countries in the Mddle East, Central Asia and Asia, Pakistan al so has
abundant | and and natural resources, offers | ow production cost, trained
and | ow cost manpower and enough export processing zones for investors, he
sai d.

O her attractions include industrial estates, fast approval for
i nvestnent registration and a reduced tariff on several raw material s.

The briefing session today was organi sed by the Federation of Ml aysian
Manuf act ur er s.

Paki st an Hi gh Conmi ssioner to Mal aysia, M Nasi m Rana, was al so guest
at the event today.

Li agat said the US dom nated 51 percent of the foreign investnent in
the country, followed by United Ki ngdomat 25 percent.

Mal aysi a- Paki stan i nvestnent in the last three years nmeanwhile came to
an average of US$50 million to US$55 million, with Mal aysia's mgjor
investnents in the country being in the area of oil and gas, power,

t el ecommuni cati ons, construction and waste nmanagenent sectors.

Li agat said the people and | eaders of both countries, Ml aysia's Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad and Paki stan's President Jenera
Pervez Musharraf al so enjoyed excellent rel ations.

Meanwhi | e FMM Presi dent, Datuk Mistapha Mansur sai d Pakistan offered a
great deal of potential for investnments due to its good relations with nost
of the Mddle East countries.

He said the country was al so an i deal gateway for local investors to go
into investnents in other countries in the Mddle East and Central Asia.

Last year, Malaysia' s total inports from Pakistan amunted to RW208
mllion, reflecting an increase of 25 percent fromRML66.5 mIlion in the
previous year. Mjor inmport itenms were food and manufactured goods.

Mal aysi a meanwhi | e exported goods worth RML, 999 million to Pakistan in
2002, showi ng an i ncrease of 30 percent conpared with RML, 523 million in
2001. The main categories of export itens were ani mal and vegetabl e oils,
chem cal, nachinery and transportation. -- BERNAMVA
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