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A C- Pal esti ne
PALESTI NI ANS' ARVED STRUGGLE W LL CONTI NUE, SAYS KADDOUM

By: Mohd Hai kal |sa

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 12 (Bernamm) -- The Palestinians will continue their
armed struggl e against the Israelis and will stop only when the occupyi ng
forces withdrew fromthe occupied territories, a top Palestinian official
sai d.

The Pal estine Liberation Organisation's (PLO Political Bureau Chief,
Farouq al - Kaddoum , said pursuing the armed struggle was a nust "as it was
the only solution in sight to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict."

"The continuation of resistance is a rmust. W nust continue our
struggl e agai nst the occupation. This is the only solution to our problem

"The fighters are deternined to |iberate the occupied territories to
establish the state of their own with Jerusal emand Haram al - Sharif as the
joint capital," he told BERNAVMA upon arrival at the KL International
Airport (KLIA) in Sepang, near here.

Kaddoumnm is the highest ranking Palestine official to attend the 10th
Organi sation of the Islamc Conference (OC) Summt which started at the
Putraj aya Convention Centre here yesterday with the Senior Oficials'
Meeting (SOV .

Pal estine President Yasser Arafat will not be attending the sumit as
he is confined to his Ramal | ah headquarters.

Kaddoum said the Israeli occupation of the Wst Bank and the Gaza
Strip would continue as the actions of the occupying forces are supported
by the United States while the European countries declined to take any
measures to prevent the atrocities.

"More than 85,000 Israeli soldiers with 1,000 tanks are in our
territories. They divide the land into small cantons. They al so i npl enent a
policy of hot pursuit, meaning they enter the cantons and kill people,
destroy houses and arrest people,” he said.

Kaddoumnmi said attenpts by the Palestinians to free their honel and from
the clutches of the occupiers should not be equated to terrorismas the
United Nations Charter had all owed peopl e under occupation to use all means
to |liberate thensel ves.

"There is a difference between terrorismand trying to liberate
occupi ed | ands. As long as our |ands are occupi ed, why are we accused of
terrorism The UN Charter states that we should fight by all neans,” he
sai d.

He said latest efforts to revive the Wst Asian peace process through
the inplenentation of a road map had failed due to the Israelis' refusal to
honour their comm tnent.

The Road Map, which was endorsed by the United States and European
countries including Russia, envisioned a fully viable Pal estinian state by
2005.

Kaddoum said: "They (lIsraelis) never do anything but on the contrary,
we've a new Prine Mnister, have drafted a new constitution and a new
cabi net .

"The Israelis did not do anything but instead killed nore Pal estini ans
and assassinated our political |eaders."

As to the OC Summit, he said, Palestine placed great inportance on the
nmeeti ng and expected unequi vocal support for its struggle fromthe
57- menber organi sati on.

"The O C needs to renmain united as we can ride all the challenges if we
are united," he said.



Kaddoum said the Pal estini ans needed economic and political support
fromnmenber states as they were fighting for the Islamc cause.

On Mal aysi a taking over the O C Chairmanship, he said, it augured well
for the Pal estinian cause as Kual a Lunpur had been a strong supporter
agai nst the occupati on.

"We know Mal aysia will deliver and are confident this neeting will nake
an inpact," he said.

He said Arafat conveyed his deepest regards and respect to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and to other O C | eaders.

He said the ageing Pal estinian | eader, who had just recovered froma
m nor heal th problem apol ogised for his inability to attend the summt.

"He is very sorry for not attending the neeting," he added.
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