15 FEB 2003
Pal estine-Visitors
PALESTI NIl ANS SHARE EXPERI ENCES W TH DR M

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 15 (Bernama) -- "Forgive nme Sir if ny English is not
very good but | have to tell you about ny Iife. | have had five of ny
classmates killed, we have no water and electricity. W have no proper
education, we live in fear

"Tell nme what you want us to do. W need hel p. W need assistance. W
need what ever you can give. W want to |ive peacefully."

These were the words of a Pal estinian teenager, Jenin Mhaned
Al -Bilani, to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad when the Prinme Mnister nmet 11
Pal estinians in a dial ogue session at his official residence in Seri
Per dana here today.

The teary-eyed teenager, trying his best frombursting into tears, told
Dr Mahathir this when the Prine Mnister asked himfor his story at the
nearly two- hour dial ogue, which was al so attended by Datin Seri Dr Sit
Hasmah Mohd Ali, the Prine Mnister's wife.

The di al ogue was held as part of Ml aysia's peace initiative organised
by the People's Alliance for Peace Mal aysi a (Peace Ml aysi a).

Al'l the Pal estinians, who were given an opportunity to express their
feelings, paid tribute to Dr Mahathir for his untiring efforts in
hi ghli ghting the Pal estinian cause to the world.

They wanted Mal aysia to play a nore promi nent role.

Saf aa Al - Danshah, a Pal estine teenage girl, who was anong the 11 to
meet Dr Mahathir, told the Prine Mnister that with the unrest in
Pal estine, none of the school -going children could concentrate on their
st udi es.

"They (Israelis) destroyed our houses, we are constantly
har assed. .. even when we are studyi ng, anything can happen. | amafraid
i nside ny house as well as at school," she said.

An enotional Heba Sbai h, another teenage girl, told of her 16-year-old
brot her, whom she considers as a martyr after he was killed by Israel
forces outside their hone.

"One day, | was com ng back from school and reached the road where our
house was but | could not locate my hone. After a while, | realised that
our house had been denolished...there were no traces of the house," she
told the Prime Mnister and his wife, who was visibly trying to control her
grief.

A Christian priest, Constantin Basil Sal aneh, who was al so part of the
group, said the Israeli aggression did not stop at Muslinms but al so
targeted Christians.

"W used to have 20 per cent Christians in Pal estine but now we only
accounted for three per cent of the population."

"I read today your (Dr Mahathir) statenent and let nme tell you that |
amtruly proud of you and the First Lady for the peace intiative Ml aysia
had undert aken," he said.

He said Muslins and Christians in Pal estine are bei ng suppressed,
especially their land are being taken away for new settl enents.

"My land was taken for new settlenments. Now, | can go and see the |and
but | cannot use it. We need a niracle fromGod to save us but with the
synpat hy from people like you can hel p us," he added.
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