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PANEL MEMBERS HEAP PRAI SES ON MALAYSI A'S MSC

By: Miin Abdul Mjid

CYBERJAYA, Sept 4 (Bernama) - Menbers of the Multimedi a Super Corridor
I nternati onal Advisory Panel neeting here have expressed admiration over
Mal aysi a's handling of the (MSC) project so far despite having to face
various problens such as the gl obal econom c sl owdown and the recent SARS
epi dem c.

Since its launching in 1996 by Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, the nunber of MSC-status conpani es now stands at 923, 59 of which
are worl d-cl ass conpani es.

For the | ast seven years, apart fromattracting a core group of
wor | d-cl ass conpanies into the MSC, Mal aysi a has | aunched seven Fl agship
Applications, put in place a world-Ieading framework of cyberl aws and
establ i shed Cyberjaya and Putrajaya as world-leading intelligent cities.

In the second phase (2003 to 2010), the MsC will be linked to other
gl obal cybercities, create a web of corridors and will also set gl obal
standards in flagship applications and harnoni se gl obal franmework of
cyber| aws.

"Like all transitions there are sone risks. But Phase 1 has been highly
successful. We are very, very pleased with it," said Silicon Gaphics Inc
chai rman and chi ef executive officer, Bob Bi shop.

Met by reporters on the sidelines of the seventh MSC-1 AP tal ks bei ng
attended by 31 panel nenbers and representatives today, he said the success
of Phase 1, anpbng other things, was reflected in the nunber of conpanies
i nvolved in the MSC and the 18,000 jobs created thus far.

"And the sal es and exports conponent of the MSC is higher than
expected. And all of these happened in spite of the currency crisis of
1997, the reduction in the global economy and the recent SARS epidemc," he
sai d.

In the 4th MSC Annual | npact Survey conducted in May 2003, total
expendi ture of MSC-status conpanies is reported to be worth nore than
RM3. 61 billion in 2002. The total spending is projected to further increase
by 23 percent in 2003.

As a result, total sales is expected to junp fromRM5. 83 billion in
2003 to RM7. 68 billion in 2004.

A projected 17 percent of products and services created within the MSC
wi Il be transcendi ng geographi cal boundaries, finding thenselves on the
export market. By the end of 2003, export sales will make up RML. 04 billion
of the projected total sales.

Bi shop said: "I don't think the world has realized how successful Phase
lis. In fact we have exceeded the goals that we have established for Phase
1. And considering all those obstacles that Ml aysi a has gone t hrough,
can consider Phase 1 to be a true victory."

He said despite 18,000 jobs created, there were sone 3,000 vacanci es,
and this was good for Ml aysi an students and workers wi shing to be
associated with the MSC

Bi shop sai d besi des equi pping its manpower w th hi gher educati on,

Mal aysi a must ensure that they possess the ability to create innovation,
entrepreneurial and risk-taking skills as well as narketing acunen.

"They must al so have a gl obal perspective for the infornati on econony
is a global econony, not only a | ocal economy. So the question is how do
you train people in all these dinensions," he added.

Meanwhi l e, I D Track president, Robert Madge said the MSC had so nuch



monment um and commi t ment from so many conpani es.

"The Phase 1 has been very successful. | think in nbst aspects it has
been nuch nore successful than anyone expected, and how it has been able to
carry on despite the problenms, particularly the financial crisis of four
years ago," he said.

He said with Phase 2, things should be nore interesting since the
project had started to becone nore anbiti ous.

Madge al so said that the inpending | eadershi p change woul d have little
i npact on the MsC.

Stanford University's Prof WlliamF. MIler heaped sim|ar praises on
t he devel opnent of the MSC, whose progress, he described, as faster than
expect ed.

He said efforts should be nade to give nore publicity to the MsC
project so that other countries were aware of it.

MIller also sajd that Mal aysia should continue with its endeavour to
produce a skilled and tal ented manpower. -- BERNAMVA
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