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Mahat hi r - Educat i on
PARENTS AND TEACHERS CAN ENSURE THAT BUM PUTERA STUDENTS EXCEL

KUALA LUMPUR, May 22 (Bernama) -- Parents and teachers can play a
significant role to ensure that bum putera students excel in the Sijil
Ti nggi Pel aj aran Mal aysi a exam nation so that they can enter public
institutions of higher learning (IPTA) in the country, said Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

The Prime M nister said al though many bum putera students had the
qualifications for entry into the | PTAs, they were still insufficient to
ensure that they earned a place in the universities.

"Al though a | arge nunber of them (students) are qualified to enrol into
the universities, only those who have excellent results are accepted," he
said at a nmedia conference after chairing the Umo Suprenme Council neeting
her e today.

He said this was anong the matters di scussed at the nmeeting today.

The nunber of bum putera students eligible to enter the 17 I PTAs this
year was 23,182 out of the total of 37,034 students selected to study at
the I PTAs nationw de, which was a reduction from68.9 per cent |ast year to
62. 6 per cent.

Dr Mahathir said: "That's why | hope parents and teachers will strive
so that bum putera students obtain good results.”

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, said when the governnent
announced that it would select students for entry into the public
uni versities based on neritocracy two years ago, non-buni putera students
had worked harder to get better results.

The Prime M nister said that was why students with good results did not
get the discipline that they had chosen because there were other students
who had better results applying for the same discipline.

Dr Mahathir said the government al so wanted to streaniine the nunber of
students in any particular discipline to suit the needs of the country.

Dr Mahathir said the nove to increase the nunber of doctors, for
exanple, had to be made in line with the increase in the nunber of nurses
and pharnaci es so that the country's devel opnent woul d be bal anced

In addition, the governnent al so wanted to enphasise to the students
that there were various other fields such as accountancy, aeronautics and
so on that they could go into, he said.

On the nmeasures taken by Singapore to i npose several conditions for
students fromcountries affected by the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrone
(SARS), Dr Mahathir said these did not only involve students from Mal aysi a
but al so other countries including Hong Kong.

Mal aysi a, he said, did not inmpose such conditions on students from
countries affected by SARS

The Si ngapore governnent had announced on May 16 that all students of
nati onal schools, technical education institutes, polytechnics and
uni versities who were holidayi ng abroad were conpel |l ed to undergo severa
addi tional neasures upon returning to their place of studi es next nonth.

Anong t he new neasures announced by the Singapore Education Mnistry
was that foreign students who were just returning fromcountries affected
by SARS to re-apply for student passes if they wi shed to continue their
studies in the island republic.

The application was subject to the requirenent that the | ocal sponsors
(i f necessary) nust sign an agreement for full responsibility on the cost
of treatnment and reinburse the government for all expenses if the students



concerned were inposed with the house quarantine order.
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