08 JUL 2003
Schol ar s- Prepar ati on
PARTI Cl PANTS BEG N TO CONVERGE AT MULTAQA VENUE

PUTRAJAYA, July 8 (Bernama) -- The Putrajaya Marriott Hotel here, the
venue of the Wrld Conference of Islamc Scholars, has begun to receive
partici pants who have arrived for the three-day neeting begi nni ng Thur sday.

Several officers and staff of the Prime Mnister's Departnent (JPM,
the organi sers of the conference, were on hand to assist the participants
and presenters of working papers at the registration counter at the hotel
| obby.

Anong those who had registered were participants fromlndonesia, |India,
Lebanon, Jordan, Syria, Oran, Mrocco, United Arab Emrates (UAE) and the
United States.

About 900 participants, including 90 fromabroad, conprising scholars,
intellectuals and Islamc thinkers, were expected to attend the conference
whi ch woul d di scuss chal | enges faced by Muslins in the era of
gl obal i sati on.

Twenty-two wor ki ng papers on the religion, politics, social issues, the
econony and devel opnent woul d be tabled at the conference to be opened by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad.

The JPM Secretariat Roomand the Media Secretariat Room nanaged by the
Mal aysi an National News Agency (Bernanm), as the official nedia of the
conference, were also bustling with activity.

Chai rman of the Multaga Main Conmittee, Tan Sri Abdul Ham d O hman,
al so dropped by to have a | ook at the preparations that were bei ng nade
t oday.

He spent about an hour to look at the registration centre, the JPM
Secretariat, Media Secretariat, the media centre and the roomfor news
conf er ences.

Abdul Ham d, who is also Religious Advisor to the Prime Mnister, was
satisfied with the preparations for the conference.

About 30 per cent of the foreign participants had already arrived for
t he conference, he told Bernanma here.

Among t he noted schol ars who woul d be attendi ng the conference woul d be
Shei kh Al - Azhar of Egypt Dr Sayyi d Muhammad Tantawi who woul d deliver the
keynote address entitled "True Religion in Facing Chall enges of
G obal i sation”, he said.

Abdul Hamid said Dr Mahathir's opening speech would be carried live by
Radi o and Tel evi si on Mal aysia (RTM.
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