14 JAN 2003
Umo- Pas
PAS EXPECTED TO DEFER | SLAM C STATE AMBI TI ONS, SAYS ZAMBRY

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 14 (Bernama) -- Umo Youth exco nenber Datuk Dr
Zanmbry Abdul Kadir said today he expects Pas to postpone its anbition to
establish an Islam c state owing to various factors, including the upcom ng
general el ection.

The gl obal war on terror had forced PAS to portray a noderate i mage, he
told a conference on Mal aysian politics.

"The bi ggest question is the question of PAS new |line-up. The two top
posts have never been contested. Behind-the-scene jostling is intense for
the Nunber Two post to be vacated by (Datuk Seri) Abdul Hadi Awang, who is
to be naned as party president. There is no obvious Number Two," he said in
a paper presented at the Mal aysia Strategi c Qutl ook 2003 Conference on
"Political Qutlook" here

The one-day conference is organi sed by the Asian Strategy and
Leadership Institute (ASLI).

Zanbry said the deepening crisis between the religious orthodoxy and
t he young professionals woul d boil over as they could not agree on nethods
and approaches with regard to the Islanmic state issue and the stand on
Mal ay unity.

O her factors include PAS position on the question of fielding women
as el ection candi dat es.

"The | eadership has to overcone the resistance of the ul anma headed by
(Datuk) Nik Abdul Aziz N k Mat," he said.

As far as Islam c policies are concerned, Zanbry said the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) government would maintain its existing structure w thout
falling into a structure type of conservative interpretation of |slam

"Mal aysia will continue to provide an exenplary nodel for the nodern
state without sacrificing the adherence to the fundanental teachings of
Islam" he said.

On Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahrmad Badawi, who is to
take over fromDatuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad as Prinme Mnister, Zanbry

said: "Pak Lah will govern by consensus. Pak Lah will |isten to divergence
of voices and will sparingly show his steely resolve."
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