21 JUN 2003

Abdul | ah- W ndi ng ( PAS)

PAS FRUSTRATES UWNO S EFFORTS TO PRQIECT | SLAM AS PROGRESSI VE, SAYS
ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi
said today PAS s narrow interpretation of Islamhad frustrated Umo's
efforts to project Islamin the country as a progressive and dynam c
religion.

The Umo Deputy President said the "Islani chanpi oned by PAS was stil
based on the classification made by the British, that was personal or
“fardu ain' in nature, with a narrow and very often deviated interpretation
of the religion

"The governnment and devel opnent brought by Umo and the Barisan
Nasi onal are regarded as un-lslamc," he said when wi nding up the debate on
the presidential address at the 54th Umo General Assenbly at the Putra
Wrld Trade Centre (PWC), here

"PAS is using Islamnore as a neans to gain political influence and
support. This is a major challenge within the country that we nmust face
firmy," said the Deputy Prinme M nister

Abdul | ah said that during the British colonial rule, they tried to
weaken the Malays in a subtle way by pronoting a narrow view and
interpretation of Islam

"This was done by placing Islamc matters, according to their
under st andi ng, under the power of the Malay rulers. Other matters regarded
as non-Islamc and relating to the governnent, adm nistration, security and
defence were placed under their power.

"The British was confortable with the approach to Islam ¢ education
that was confined to personal and famly matters, religious obligations of
the individuals and the conmunity at | arge governing prayers, funera
rites, wedding and paynent of ~zakat' (tithe) for padi.

"The Islanic devel opnment infrastructure provided did not help the
Muslinms to prepare thenselves to face greater worldly matters in business,
finance, science, technol ogy, nedicine and so on.

"The educational infrastrutures only hel ped the Malay children to
obtain Iimted education. That was the form of |slamencouraged so that the
Mal ays woul d not achi eve progress in terns of know edge, skills and
expertise,” he said.

On the other hand, Abdullah said Umo had tried to project Islamsince
i ndependence as a progressive and dynam c religion.

"The fardhu ki fayah aspect had been widen to enable the Malays to
conmpete in a nodern world. Educational opportunity for the Ml ay children
i ncluding those fromthe rural, was al so wi den and was not confined to just
West Asi a.

"Umo strongly believes that Islamis a very effective force in nmaking
the Mal ays nore dynam ¢ and progressive," said Abdul | ah.

On the ot her hand, Abdullah said PAS had introduced val ues which
destroyed the Malay identity through the pronotion of culture of hatred

"PAS pl anted the seeds of hatred anong Muslins," he said.

He said in every PAS ceramah, there would be el enents of defanation,
hatred and character assination.

"PAS | eaders and nenbers are proud and arrogance. They don't beg
forgiveness, they don't admit m stakes and w ongdoi ngs, they don't admt
short com ngs and weaknesses, especially PAS | eaders," he said.

He said there was no limt as to what PAS could do to anot her Mislins,
for exanple the recent cartoon in Harakah, the official organ of PAS



maki ng a nockery of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

Abdul | ah, who is also the Hone M nister, said the governnment could
revoke the publishing pernit of the paper but he would leave it to God for
retribution.

He al so said Umo should be willing to provide places to those with
integrity and fine character to ensure the party's victory in the next
general el ection.

Al'l Umo nenbers shoul d respect and inplenment every deci sion nade by
the party, he said.

"Al'l Umo nenbers should put aside their personal interest and give
undi vi ded support to anyone nom nated by the party as a candi date," he
sai d.

Abdul | ah said a united and discipline party menbers woul d bring success
to Umo in the next general election.

He al so stressed on the need for Umo to approach the young who forned
the critical group anbng the new voters.

Abdul | ah rem nded party nmenbers that their loyalty should be to the
party and not to individuals.

"Every Umo menber who suffers defeat will weaken our position. As
such, we nust ensure that none of themw || be defeated. W wi |l protect
every Umo nenber because his victory will nean victory for the party and
victory for the party neans victory for all of us," he said.
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