08 FEB 2003
Zai nudi n- PAS
PAS HAS ALWAYS BEEN UNDER FOREI GN ELEMENTS' | NFLUENCE, SAYS ZAM

KOTA BAHARU, Feb 8 (Bernamm) -- PAS has al ways been under the influence
of foreign elenents since its inception, Deputy Information M nister Datuk
Zai nudi n Mai di n said today.

He said the |l atest proof was the report on the party's acting president
Dat uk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang attending a meeting of Islamc radicals in
Makassar, South Sul awesi, |ndonesia, in Cctober 2000.

He said PAS had been a tool to the country's eneny in the
post -i ndependence era when the party wanted to nmake Mal aysia as part of
I ndonesi a.

The party was al so influenced by the Islamc Revolution in Iran during
t he Ayatol |l ah Khoneini era, he said.

"The | atest devel opnent that shocked the people is the revelation that
Hadi attended a neeting of Islamc radical groups in Makassar, South
Sul awesi," he told reporters, here.

The Star reported yesterday that Hadi was at the neeting, which was
al so attended by radical Muslimleaders such as Abubakar Ba' asyir, who
heads the Jemaah Islamah with links to al -Qaeda and i s now bei ng det ai ned
in Jakarta, and Agus Dwi karna, who led the mlitant Laskar Jundul |l ah.

Agus, who is now serving a 17-year prison termin the Philippines for
possessi on of expl osives and suspected i nvol venent in bonbings in Jakarta
and Mani | a.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said i n Langkawi today
that the government woul d i nvestigate the news report which clai ned that
Hadi attended a neeting of Muslimradical groups in Makassar.

Zai nudi n said PAS | eaders woul d never adnit the actions of their party
but woul d i nstead accuse Umo and the federal governnent of betraying the
country.

"They (PAS) are now saying that Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad is the
stooge of the United States after the Prime M nister has been acknow edged
and recogni sed by the Al -Azhar University and Saudi Arabia as the voice of
Islam .. including for criticising Anerica," he said.

Zainudin is in Kelantan since yesterday to attend the Chi nese New Year
open house jointly hosted by the State Bari san Nasi onal and Kota Baharu
Umo di vi si on.

In his speech, he urged the Chinese community in Kel antan not to be
taken in by the prom ses of PAS | eaders as the party never had a firm
st and.

In the next general election, PAS and DAP woul d continue to co-operate
through Parti Keadil an Nasi onal (Keadil an), he added.
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