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KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 31 (Bernamm) -- W©Malaysia has ably put across its
views on Islamin the international arena reflecting its determ nation to
protect the interests of the religion, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar said today.

Islam c countries held Malaysia in high esteemfor its efforts in
enhnacing the image of Islamin the eyes of the world, he told Bernama in
an invterview on the occasion of the 10th O C (Organi sation of Islamc
Conference) summt in Putrajaya in Cctober this year.

"What ever Ml aysi a does...we have excelled...we have been able to
create noderation, a positive perception of Islam" he said.

He was asked if it was sonething of a disappointnent that PAS did not
recogni se Mal aysia as a nmodel |slanmic state when several other Islamc
countries considered Mal aysi a as bei ng so.

"You nust realise that whatever PAS does, it has not gained influence
in other Islanic countries, for they have seen the proof...it is different
inthis country," he said

"W have been able to put across the Islanmi c view point in the
international arena. PAS is not wanted out there and so it is playing on
trivial issues," Syed Hami d said.

He said the trust placed in Malaysia in organising the OC sunmit and
i n heading the organisation for the next three years showed foreign
confidence in the governnent.

In his National Day nessage over radi o and television last night, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad hit out at those who nurtured and
spread ingratitude towards those who provided hel p and brought progress to
the country.

In the remarks clearly directed at PAS, Dr Mahathir said the group
which felt that it too could bring progress to the country if elected to
power, was actually betraying |Islamand Muslins.

Syed Ham d said PAS was | ooking for mistakes in others as the party
only had political objectives.

"W have to display the real PAS...a backward party which is not
sincere in the struggle to uphold Islam "he said.

Log on toi www. bernama. com oi csumit for news on the O C summit in
Putr aj aya.
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