19 AUG 2003
Mahat hi r - PAS
PAS MANI FESTOS TO GARNER VOTES, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 19 (Bernama) -- PAS has two manifestos for the next
general elections to trick the people and garner votes, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday.

The Prime Mnister said Mal aysi ans were not so stupid and were wi se
enough to see through PAS notive in having different manifestos for the
State and Federal |evels.

"To trick the people of Kel antan and Terengganu, it (PAS) prom ses to
set up an Islanic state.

"At the Federal level, it says it will not (set up an Islanmc state and
i mpl enent hudud | aws) to garner the votes of the non-Mislins.
"It's atrick. | think Ml aysians are not stupid, they know the aim

(for PAS doing this)," he told a nmedi a conference at the Royal Ml aysian
Air Force base in Subang, near here, upon his return froma visit to
Al geria, Syria and Swazil and.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked to comrent on the reported change in
PAS' stand to drop the concept of an Islanmic State and the inplenentation
of hudud laws in the next general elections to avoid a big split anpbng
parties in the opposition alliance.

On whether the different manifestos by PAS could be taken as a form of
recognition that Ml aysia was already an Islanmic State, he said the whol e
worl d, especially the Islamic countries, had acknow edged that Ml aysia was
not only an Islamc State but a nodel Islamic State that they wanted to
enul at e.

"Al'l of themsay so, not just (Syrian) President Dr Bashar Al -Assad and
(Al gerian) President Abdel azi z Bouteflika, but also the busi nessnen, senior
governnent officials and Mnisters of the two countries.

"They say that this is the Islanmic country that they want to enul ate
and they want a lot of information fromus on how we can devel op our
country when the world is saying that the Islam c nations cannot possibly
do so (devel op and succeed), but we have shown that an Islam c nation has
the ability to devel op without relegating religion, " he said.
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