08 FEB 2003
Muhyi ddi n- SAR
PAS MUST RESPECT PALACE | NSTI TUTI ON AND NOT I NVOLVE I T I N SAR | SSUE

BUTTERWORTH, Feb 8 (Bernama) -- PAS nust respect the Constitutiona
Monar chy systemand not drag the institution into its narrow politica
struggles merely to seek support in chanpioning the i ssue over Sekol ah
Agama Rakyat (SAR) in the country.

Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin said today any problem
must first be referred to and resol ved through proper channel s wi thout
involving the Rulers' Council in their struggles.

He said al though the Rulers had the power as religious head in their
respective state, the issue concerning SAR was nore related to education
and not the religion itself.

Speaking to reporters after a nmeeting with the Tasek Gel ugor Umo
Youth, Wanita and Puteri divisional comittees here, he said PAS shoul d not
be hasty in the SAR i ssue because nmuch nore had yet to be clarified by the
government on the matter.

Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanmad woul d give clarifications
on SAR and the governnent's nobve to stop grants to the schools on Feb 13,
and all doubts on the matter woul d be answered after that, he said.

He said this when asked to coment on the nove by PAS to seek support
fromthe Rulers' Council on the SAR issue and so far the party's nenorandum
had al ready been handed to the Sultan of Terengganu while a
non- gover nrent al organi sation had nmet with the Sultan of Perak.

Last nonth, central PAS Youth head Mahfuz Omar said PAS would try to
get the Rulers to include the issue on SAR in the agenda for the Council of
Rul ers' Conference in March and wanted the Council to nake a decision to
i nstruct the government to rescind the order to cl ose SAR

Muhyi ddi n said the governnent was not agai nst the SAR system but was
endeavouring to inprove religious education in the school which had many
shortcomings in terms of teacher training, equipnent and proper curricul um

"Wt used to read in the newspapers about SAR being on fire, inproper
hostel s, teachers who are not trained and paid | ow salary. So the
governnent wants to inprove the situation,” he said.

I n anot her devel opnent, he said party menbers nust strive to ensure
victory in the com ng el ection would be nuch better than the previ ous one
whi ch woul d give a strong nandate to the new | eadershi p.
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