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PAS SLAMVED FOR QUESTI ONI NG DR M S SI NCERE DECI SI ON TO RETI RE

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 17 (Bernama) -- PAS was today slammed for
del i berately questioning Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad' s
sincere decision to retire next month and for turning it into a politica
i ssue.

The Parlianmentary Secretary to the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk
Noh Omar said through their ceramah, PAS was still questioning whether Dr
Mahat hir woul d i ndeed keep his pledge to step down.

“"I'n their ceramah they say that they believe the Prine Mnister wll
not retire at the end of this COctober. Wiy do they have this
assunption...probably they want to i npress upon the people that Dr Mahathir
will not keep his pledge...that he is inconsistent and fickle," he said
when speaking to reporters at Parlianent House

He said PAS had al so questioned the credibility of Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi as Dr Mahathir's successor as though trying to pit them
agai nst each other.

"Now it appears they are raising the Prime Mnister sky high and
belittling the abilities of his deputy. This is m chievous politics of the
opposi tion...whoever becones the country's | eader will becone the victim of
their attacks," he said.

Noh said as Abdul | ah had been naned as Dr Mahathir's successor as Prinme
M ni ster, PAS was now attacking himlike what happened to Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi m when he was a Cabi net M nister.

"But when they saw the political advantage fromthe sacking of (Anwar),
they turned himinto a chanpion and hero. This is the pattern of their
politics, not politics that can correct a situation but politics of giving
views that will instil hatred anong the people," he said.

Earlier during Question Time in the Dewan Rakyat, VWan N k Wan Yussof
(PAS- Bachok) wanted to know how far it was true that the Prime M nister
woul d be steppi ng down next nonth.

Noh sai d despite appeals froml eaders of several countries and the
i nternational community that he revoke his decision to step down, Dr
Mahat hir was sticking to his decision to retire.

"His firmstand shows that he has confidence in his successor...that he
will discharge his duties efficiently and well as Prime Mnister,"” he said.
Replying to Zawawi Ahnmad (PAS-Padang Terap), Noh said based on the
Popul ati on and Housi ng Census 2000, Ml aysi a's popul ati on stood at

23,274,690, close to half being Ml ays.

O the total, 11.7 million conprised Malays, 2.6 mllion other (Sabah
and Sarawak) Bunmiputeras, 5.7 mllion Chinese 1.7 mllion Indians and
269, 000 conpri sed ot her conmuniti es.

Sel angor was the npbst populated at 4.2 nillion, followed by Johor 2.7
mllion, Sabah 2.6 million, Perak and Sarawak 2.1 million each, Kedah 1.6
mllion, KL Federal Territory 1.4 mllion, Kelantan, Pahang and Penang 1.3
mllion each, Terengganu 899, 000, Negeri Senbil an 860, 000, Ml aka 636, 000,
Perlis 204,000 and Labuan FT 36, 000.

The census showed that Mal aysia's popul ati on conprised 50.9 per cent
mal es and 49. 1 per cent fenal es.

Fromthe age aspect, 49 per cent of the population conprised young
peopl e aged between 15 and 44.

Atotal of 6.3 per cent conprised old folks -- aged 50 and above. The
rest were children aged 14 and bel ow.



"The census conducted every 10 years is inportant for the governnent to
make strategi c and devel opnent pl anni ng, " Noh sai d.
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