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Mahat hi r - PAS
PAS TRIES TO FORM EVI L PACT W TH OPPCSI TI ON PARTI ES, SAYS DR M

KOTA BAHARU, Jan 15 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today PAS was trying to forman "evil pact” with opposition parti es,
including inviting the DAP to cooperate, merely to fight the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN)

The Prime Mnister said PAS was prepared to openly set aside its
struggles just to realise its political dreans.

"I't (PAS) says pl ease cooperate. Forget about policies...that's the
ki nd of pact anobng m schi evous people," he told a nedi a conference here.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked to comment on the | atest nove by PAS
toinvite DAP to rejoin the opposition alliance forned to oppose the BN in
t he next general election.

Acting PAS President Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang sai d on Sunday t hat
PAS adopted an open mind in inviting the DAP to strengthen the opposition
parties to face the ruling BN

The DAP had, however, rejected the invitation on grounds that the two
parties had different ideol ogies.

Dr Mahathir arrived here this evening for a two-day visit to neet the
Kel ant an peopl e and to explain current issues.

The Prime M nister said the opposition pact, which PAS was trying to
establish, was not a sincere nove by PAS.

"W cannot struggle without having the sane objectives," he said.

Asked whether the BN's intention to west Kelantan from PAS in the next
general election was his personal anbition before he retires in Cctober
this year, Dr Mahathir said: "(not a question of whether) | want to retire
or not, but we want to take back Kel antan.”

He said Umo had never given up hope in wanting to recapture Kel antan
fromPAS since losing the state in the 1990 general el ection.

In fact, he is confident of BN conming to power in Kelantan this tine,
he sai d.

"I won't give up. W won't give up and we never give up,"” he said.

Asked on the type of changes to be nade by the BNif it came to power
in Kel antan, Dr Mahathir sai d Kel antan woul d be a devel oped state just |ike
ot her BN-control |l ed states.

"We can see the states under BN, what has happen. For instance, in
Sel angor, the world is inpressed with Sel angor. By | ooking at Sel nagor,
they consi dered Ml aysi a as a devel oped country not a devel opi ng country
anynore," he said.

He al so hoped that the people in Kelantan woul d realise the weaknesses
of PAS and be prepared to change the present governnent because it was
evi dent that since PAS in power for three terns, there had been no
devel opnent inplenented in the state.

"W see that there is no devel opment at all while PAS nade all sorts of
prom ses. What the federal governnent does, PAS clains that it was theirs.
They can only do that," he said.

On the standardi sation of the Islamc Famly Lawin the country, Dr
Mahat hir said all state governnents shoul d adopt the nove.

He said the Conference of Rulers had accepted the proposal and it was
only proper that all states, including PAS-Ied Kel antan and Ter engganu
take action to standardise the | aw

"The question of religion is not a question of royalty and not a
question of state governnent," he said.



Dr Mahathir said the question of amending the Federal Constitution to
enforce a unifornmed Islamic Family Law did not arise because the government
recei ved the cooperation of the Malay Rulers, who are head of religion in
their respective states.

"Wt are getting the cooperation fromthe Sultans. Wiy we need to anend
(the constitution)," he said.

Yesterday, Dr Mahathir urged state governments to gazette the Islamc
Fam |y Law as soon as possible to counter allegations of non-uniformty in
the inpl enmentation of Islamc |laws, including those relating to polygany.
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