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Mahat hir-Patrioti sm
PATRI OTI SM AMONG M SI ANS STI LL H GH, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 6 (Bernama) -- Patriotismand appreciation of the
nation's i ndependence anong Ml aysi ans have i nproved in recent years, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad sai d tonight.

He said this was evident fromthe various activities and progranmnes
organi sed by the people fromall walks of life to express their
appreci ati on and honour the independence spirit during the Merdeka Month
cel ebrations every year.

"The patriotismspirit is higher now than i n past decades. This is
sonet hi ng very encour agi ng because when we forget about our good fortunes,
we will not renenber to defend our good lives," he said when opening an
exhibition on the "I mages and Voi ces of | ndependence" at Menara Maybank
her e.

The exhibition, jointly organi sed by Maybank Bhd and Anugerah Gal eri
Sdn Bhd, is held in conjunction with the Merdeka Day cel ebrati ons.

A total of 107 artists are exhibiting their 107 arts work at the
exhibition fromtonorrowtill Sept 5.

| ndependence-t hemed poens are al so di spl ayed at the exhibition.

Dr Mahathir said currently many countries and races had been col oni sed
to the extent that the people were frustrated with their fate when they
| ook at Mal aysi a whi ch was i ndependent and progressi ve.

"When you ask themwhat is the neani ng of independence, to nmany of the
peopl e in these countries, independence is a nornal thing," he said.

He said many Mal aysi ans, especially those born after and few years
bef ore i ndependence, do not know how the country was col oni sed and do not
under stand what is the neaning of col onisation.

"To many of them independence was a normal thing because everyone was
i ndependent, but they do not know that to achi eve i ndependence, many peopl e
had to sacrifice and fight the British and negotiate with them" he said.

Dr Mahathir described as a "good nobve" Maybank's initiative to organi se
an exhibition to conmenorate the country's i ndependence.

He said nore such efforts should be nade to rem nd ourselves the
prosperity enjoyed living in an i ndependent nati on.

W thout valuing the nation's struggle for independence, the people and
the country woul d not have attained the | evel of progress and success being
savour ed now, he said.

Al luding to the Maybank G oup's success to accunul ate assets worth
RML49.6 billion last year fromRML4.3 billion in 1982, he said the success
m ght not have been possible if Ml aysia was still col onised.

"Maybank's assets did not grow just |ike that wi thout the bank facing
probl ens. Maybank faced a | ot of problens and tribulations to the extent
that at one point, it had to be bailed out by the governnent," he said.

Dr Mahathir said while he was grateful that the Ml aysia' s bi ggest bank
was no | onger owned by its original proprietor, the present owner had
managed the bank so efficiently that it had emerged as the country's
bi ggest bank.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Finance M nister, said Maybank had very good
growth potential and could conpete with foreign banks when the country had
to "open its borders" due to globalisation and trade |iberalisation.

He hoped the "I mages and Voi ces of | ndependence” exhibition could inbue
the spirit of independence and the people's appreciation for the country's
i ndependence and col | ect donations for the Warriors' Day Appeal Fund.



At the function, Dr Mahathir recei ved RVM200, 000 fromthe Maybank G oup
for the fund.

He al so visited the exhibition booths.
Present were Deputy Defence M nister Datuk Mhd Shafie Apdal, Bank
Negara Governor Tan Sri Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz, Maybank Chairman Tan Sri

Mohaned Basir Ahnmad and the bank's top nmanagenent official s.
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