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PBS BESTOAS " BAPA PERPADUAN NAS|I ONAL" TI TLE TO DR MAHATHI R

KOTA Kl NABALU, Sept 8 (Bernamm) -- Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) has
bestowed the titl e "Bapa Perpaduan Nasional" (Father of National Unity) to
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad for his success in uniting
the people of various races in the country.

PBS President Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan said the party appreciated
what Dr Mahat hir had done to ensure that the people of various races would
continue to live in peace and harnony.

"Personally, | amvery inpressed with YAB Datuk Seri, both as a | eader
and a statesnman, and what we appreciate nbst is his success and his ability
to unite the people of various races in this country.

"As such, without reservation we bestowthe title "~ Bapa Perpaduan
Nasi onal' to YAB Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad," he said at the opening of
the 18t h PBS Congress at the Hongkod Koi saan Hall in Penanmpang near here
t oday.

Pairin said the PBS not only valued Dr Mahathir's enphasis on nationa
integration in a plural society |like Ml aysia but also his determnation to
pronote unity based on the concept of one big famly.

On the question of | eadership, Pairin said that even though he was Dr
Mahathir's "sparring partner” for sone tine in the past, "I was actually a
secret admirer of the Prine Mnister."

He said PBS was al so thankful to Dr Mahathir for adm nistering the
country very well over the past 22 years, so nuch so that Ml aysia was now
well known in the international arena.

"Mal aysia is lucky to have a | eader with such a vision, far-sightedness
and cour age.

"Wthout Dr Mahathir, there is no Vision 2020, no Look East Policy, no
Proton Saga and no administrative centre of Putrajaya, and certainly
wi t hout hi mwe woul d not have succeeded in overcom ng the financial crises
of 1997 and 1998 which cri pped the econony of several nei ghbouring
countries,"” he said.

As for the PBS, Pairin said it would play its role in the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) to hel p the governnment especially in the inplenentation of
t he Vision 2020.

"Certainly, it is no easy task to bring progress to the whole country.
It requires a bal anced approach, and patience and diligence," he said.
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