06 JAN 2003
Mahat hi r- Adm ni stration
PEACE ALONE NOT ENOUGH, EFFI Cl ENT ADM NI STRATI ON CRUCI AL, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 6 (Bernama) -- Peace prevailing in the country al one
i s not enough to guarantee sound econonmic growth as efficient and
transparent administration are still crucial as a driving force, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad sai d today.

The Prime M nister said efficiency and transparency in the country's
adm ni stration were inportant because if the adm nistration was not proper,
devel opnent programmes cannot be i npl enented snoot hly.

He said not many countries have these capabilities and were able to
i mpl ement the country's policies efficiently.

In other countries, corruption was the culture of adm nistration and
del ayed devel opnent process, he told a nedia conference after opening the
Managerment Technol ogy Centre of the National Institute of Public
Admi ni stration (Intan).

Dr Mahathir said approvals to carry out economic activities |ike
construction projects or issuance of |licence were deliberately delayed to
get ki ckbacks.

Dr Mahathir said countries with such cultures would be difficult to
progress even though they were rich in natural resources and mnerals |ike
gold, oil and tinber.

On the world econony, he said, 2002 was a chall engi ng year with
uncertainties and incidents that hanpered the worl d's devel opnent to its
proj ected target.

"Al though we can say the world today is very rich to the extent that
peopl e have becone trillionaires, we can still see poverty everwhere in the
worl d, there are still those withoutt food, proper clothing and a house.

"They are al so often been attacked by di seases and have short life
span. Their incone is about US$1 (RM3.80) per person and sone famlies earn
that anount for a day," he said.

Dr Mahathir said given the richness of the world today, such things
shoul d not happen.

"The rich and the strong do not care for the weak. They are engrossed
with their wealth and i ntroduce various ways |ike gl obalisation to nmake
noney.

"The world is also hit by terrorismwhere terror attacks can happen
anywhere, not only in New York, Washington, Bali or Kenya.

"The economy cannot grow as projected and this had an i npact on
Mal aysi a," he added.
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