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Mahat hi r - Peace
PEACE | S PCSSI BLE, SAYS DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 9 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today Mal aysia believes that peace is the birthright of
everyone on earth regardl ess of race or religion.

As such, he said, nen, wonen and children were all equal partners in
the process to achi eve peace.

According to Dr Mahathir, now people use guns and nations threatened
wi t h nucl ear weapons to denand what they want.

"But | still have hope in manki nd. Peace is not inpossible to achieve.
It will take enornopus dedication and sincere effort by those who desire
peace to trigger in people worldwide simlar vision that will spur them
into action," he said in his nessage to the Kuala Lunpur Worl d Peace
Conf erence whi ch begi ns here today.

Dr Mahathir said that the international community cannot remain
indifferent to the dangerous trend the world has taken.

"The weapons are too dangerous and life is too fragile for this to
conti nue unchecked," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the world peace initiative could only be a
success if |ike-m nded individuals and organi sati ons provide vital support
for the ideals expressed to achieve world peace

"The thene ' Peace is Possible' is a challenge to all to consider peace
not fromthe approach of wagi ng war but fromthe concept of peace for
peace.

"It is easy to make war but within seconds precious lives are | ost,
days of living are destroyed and cultural heritages reduced to rubble,” he
sai d.

The two-day conference, organised by the Ml aysian Wrl d Peace
Foundation, will discuss and work on progranmes to renove mgjor hurdl es
that hinder the achi evement of peace such as secretarian conflict and
ethnic warfare, arnms race, proliferation of weapons of nmass destruction,
religious intolerence, econom c injustice and oppresive gl obalisation.

The conference will adopt the Kuala Lunpur Decl aration, covering nine
poi nts of comon ground for the advancenent of peace around the world as
the way forward

The foundation will also | aunch the Kuala Lunmpur World Peace Award at
the conference as a contribution by Ml aysians and their friends around the
world to inspire effort to pronote a culture of gl obal peace.

The award, presented to French President Jacques Chirac, is the first
such award to be conceived and organised by a Muslimnejority country and
cel ebrate the uni que success of Malaysia as a multiracial, nmulticultura
and nultireligious nation living in peace and harnony.

About 1,000 participants and del egates from 10 countries are attendi ng
the conference which is ained at finding coomon grounds of internationa
understanding to build a | asting peace and harnony in the worl d.
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