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NAM W apup
PEACE | S PARAMOUNT, SAY LEADERS AND THEI R W VES

By Neville D Cruz

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 24 (Bernamm) -- While the Non-Aligned Myvenent (NAM
| eaders tal ked about the threat of war and the desire for peace at their
13th Summit today, the NAM First Ladi es nmade a nore direct demand: ~ " Say No
to War.''

Leader after |eader advocated a peaceful resolution to conflicts and
there was a unaninous plea to lraq to conmply with the United Nations
resolution to destroy its weapons of nass destruction to avert a United
States-led war.

They al so denanded that |srael stop its constant attacks on Pal estine
and return occupied land to the | ong-suffering Pal estinians. The nucl ear
standoff with North Korea al so troubled the | eaders.

The inaugural First Ladi es Di al ogue adopted a statenent which, anobng
other things, called for peace with the slogan: Say No To War.

Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mbhanmed Ali, the wife of the Ml aysian Prine
M nister, said the dialogue's final statement was nostly on the wonen's
concerns about arned conflicts in several parts of the world.

The statenent has been handed to NAM Chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad for possible inclusion in the NAM | eaders' statenent to be rel eased
at the end of their sunmt tonorrow.

In speeches today, the anti-war thenme rang | oud and cl ear.

Miuch credit was also given to Dr Mahathir. They said Dr Mahathir's
i naugur al address as NAM chai rman was conprehensi ve and contai ned vi ews
that could make the world a better place.

In his address, Dr Mahahir said his hope was for a revitalised NAMto
struggle to ban war. "War nust be outl awed,"” he said.

"That will have to be our struggle for now. W nmust struggle for
justice and freedom from oppression, fromeconom ¢ hegenony. But we nust
renove the threat of war first."”

Dr Mahat hir said NAM nust endeavour to outl aw nucl ear weapons, stop the
research and devel opnent of |ethal conventional weapons and control the
arns trade. "W know we are weak. But we al so know we have allies in the
North. They too want the abolition of wars, the slaughter of people for
what ever reason,” he said.

UN Secretary-Ceneral Kofi Annan asked Irag to cooperate fully with
weapons i nspectors to spare its people fromsuffering.

Saying a US-1ed war was avoi dable, the UN chief said the situation was
grave and pleaded with the world comunity, including NAM to encourage
Irag to conply with the UN Security Council's resolution to disarm

Annan, whose speech was delivered by his special representative for
Af ghani st an, Lakhdar Brahim, said while the focus was on Irag, this should
not distract NAM fromconfronting the nyriad of political, economc,
soci al, environmental and other challeges in all regions.

Sout h African President Thabo Moeki, who handed the NAM Chair to Dr
Mahathir, called on Iraq to cooperate with the UN weapons inspectors to
avoid war. "W nust work together to nake a statenent that we do not want
war and we do not want weapons of mass destruction," he said.

Phi | i ppi ne President d oria Macapagal Arroyo said gl obal security
shoul d be sought through nucl ear di sarmanent, the elimnnation of weapons of
mass destruction as well as a bal anced and progressi ve conventi onal
di sar manent.

Indian Prine Mnister Atal Bihari Vaj payee made a "sincere plea" to



Irag to disarm "W also expect that if Iraq fully conplies, the sanctions
agai nst that country should be lifted," he said.

Si ngapore Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong said he believed that all
actions over lragq by US and its allies should respect international |aw and
resol uti ons of the Security Council.

"In this crisis, we nmust not |ose sight of the humanitarian aspect. The
Iragi people have suffered enough,” he said.

NAM s Asian Group is confident that under Ml aysia' s chairmanship, the
movenent will work towards a future free of war, disputes, poverty and
di seases.

Speaki ng on behal f of the group, Shei kh Sabah Al - Ahmad Al - Jaber
Al - Sabah, the Kuwaiti head of del egation, said cooperation anong nmenbers
was essential to revitalise NAM

Bel arus Foreign Mnister M khail Khvostov, on behalf of the Europeans,
sai d NAM nenbers nmust work together to tackle conflicts, environnental
degradation, transnational crine and terrorism

Nam bi an President Dr Sam Nujoma called for NAMunity in facing trends
towards pre-enption and unilateralismpursued by "certain powers".

Representing the African region, Dr Nujoma said inequities of the
international trading system as denobnstrated by the trade-distorting
agricul ture subsidies by nost devel oped countries for their own peopl e,
continued to cripple the productivity of African farners.

Speaki ng to Bernana during a break, Arroyo said everyone shoul d pay
heed to Dr Mahathir. "Your Prime Mnister is a very wise nan," she said.

"Excellent...nore than excellent,” lragi Foreign Mnister Dr Naji Sabri
said of Dr Mahathir's speech.

Jamai can Foreign Mnister K D. Knight said Dr Mahathir had clearly
expressed the devel oping world's desire for peace and the eradication of
poverty.
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