20 MAY 2003

PEMADAM SUPPORTS PM ON WAYS TO RI D COUNTRY OF DRUG SCOURGE

KUALA LUVPUR, May 20 (Bernama) -- The National Association For The
Prevention of Drug Abuse (Pemadan) fully supports Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s statenent that drug abuse, especially anobng the younger
generation, can only be eradicated through the incul cati on of good val ues
and educati on.

Pemadam vi ce-president Tan Sri Lee Lam Thye said today that as the
| ar gest non-governmental organisation involved in the fight agai nst drug
abuse, Permadam had since its very inception been canpaigning relentlessly
to educate Ml aysi ans, especially the youth, about the dangers of drug
abuse and why they nust keep away fromthe drug scourge.

"At our recent annual general neeting held in Penang (May 18), Penadam
resolved to reaffirmits commtnent to hel p the governnent and the nation
to work towards maki ng Mal aysia drug free by the year 2015," he said in a
st aterent here.

He was commenting on a newspaper report today which quoted the prine
m ni ster and Penmadam patron as saying that the drug nanace, which had
constantly remained as the nation's primary threat, could not possibly be
wi ped out with severe punishnment al one, but the inculcation of good val ues
is the only way to prevent children from bei ng hooked on drugs.

Lee said: "W cannot fight the drug scourge with I egislation alone no
matter how stringent and punitive it can be. Oher than effective | aw
enforcenent, we need parental gui dance and education to teach their
children to hate drugs and not be involved in drug abuse."

He said the nation needed to | aunch a "values for the nation" programe
where all sectors of the society ,including parents, could incul cate noble
val ues anong the younger generation so that they could differentiate
bet ween the good and the bad, and be inbued with self-esteemand confi dence
to make the right decisions in life.
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