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PENANG GOV' T ACKNOALEDGES | MBALANCE | N HOUSI NG DEVEL OPMENT

PENANG, May 25 (Bernanmm) -- The state governnment has conceded that
there is still unbal anced devel opnent in housing projects in urban areas
where people live in congested settlenents and i nproper houses.

Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Dr Hilm Yahaya said the state governnent
had identified such areas and expected to provi de about 5,000 | ow and
medi um cost houses to the people concerned within the next 10 years.

"There are areas which are congested and with i nproper housing in the
state. The state governnent, through the Urban Poverty Eradication
Conmittee set up last year and chaired by nme, has identified the areas
concerned on the island and in Seberang Perai," he said.

He said the state governnent wel coned Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad's criticismon the unbal anced housi ng devel opnent in the
state yesterday.

Several villages which were congested and undevel oped as well as
squatter settlenents woul d be devel oped i nto housi ng schenes by the state
governnent with the cooperation of governnment agencies and the private
sector, he told reporters after |launching the Northern Zone Anti-Corruption
Agency's Rakan Muda Sel f - Est eem Enhanci ng Programre at the Balik Pul au
Sports Conpl ex, here today.

The Prime M nister, when | aunching the I and recl amati on project at
Tanj ung Tokong, here yesterday had criticised the Penang governnent because
there were still people who were living in poor housing condition in the
state, sinmlar to the situation prevailing in the 1950s.

Dr HIlm said enphasis would be given to areas al ong Sungai Pi nang,

Jel utong, Kanmpung Pi sang Awak and Batu Uban on the island as well as Bagan,
U ung Batu, Anpang Jajar, Rumah Hijau and Sungai Ranbai in Seberang Perai

He said that in Sungai Pinang, about 200 units of lowcast flats with
t hr ee- bedroons each would be built on | and bel onging to the Penang Islanic
Rel i gi ous Council (MAIPP) while several sites owned by MAI PP, the Penang
Muni ci pal Council (MPPP) and state governnent were al so being identified
for simlar projects.

Dr Hlm said the state government had al so changed the policy on the
construction of houses in urban areas from nedi umcost to | ow cost housing
to enabl e nore people to own hones.
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