01 NOV 2003
Koh- Abdul | ah
PENANG BN PROM SES BI G WN AS SHOW OF SUPPCRT FOR ABDULLAH

PENANG, Nov 1 (Bernama) -- The Penang Bari san Nasional (BN) w Il work
harder to ensure a bigger win in the next general election as proof that
people in the state are giving solid support to the new Prime M nister,

Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmmad Badaw .

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said BN woul d ensure that people
t hroughout the state gave their solid support to Abdull ah

"Pak Lah is not only the national |eader but also | eader of NAM
(Non- Al'i gned Movenent) as well as O C (Organi sation of Islamc Conference)
and we will give solid support to Pak Lah," he said in his speech at the
gathering to wel cone home Abdullah as Prine Mnister at the Bayan Lepas
I nternational Airport, here today.

He said the rakyat in the state nmust also give their full support to
Abdul I ah' s | eadership to face the challenges in realising the national
vi sion mooted by former Prine Mnister Tun Dr Mhat hir Mhamad.

He sai d Abdul | ah was a Penang-born | eader who was very patient,
commtted, firmin upholding his principles and beliefs and had succeeded
in overcom ng various tests and chal | enges.

Koh al so said that Ml aysians were fortunate because the power
transition and change in | eadership went snoothly and was agreed upon by
everyone.

He said the people were al so confident that Abdullah woul d continue the
excellent tradition and strengthen the country's position built by the
previous four Prine M nisters.

About 30, 000 people fromall strata of society were at the airport and
lined up along the road | eading to the Penang Bridge to wel come Abdul | ah
home after being sworn in as Prime M nister yesterday.

Abdul | ah | ater shook hands with the people at the term nal before
getting into the car escorted by a convoy of 1,000 notorcyclists fromthe
state for the drive to nmeet his nother, Datuk Seri Kailan Hassan, at her
resi dence at Jal an Perak, Kepal a Bat as.

Meanwhi | e, Information M nister and Umo secretary-general Tan Sr
Khal i | Yaakob, who was al so present, told reporters that his mnistry would
continue to intensify progranmes in conveying inportant nessages on
nati onal devel opnent to the people.

He said Radi o Tel evision Mal aysia (RTM today carried |live the coverage
on Abdul I ah's homecom ng here to enabl e the rakyat throughout the country
to listen to the speech and nessage by the new Prine M nister.
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