26 MAY 2003
Koh- Devel opnent
PENANG HAS LONG- TERM DEVELOPMENT PLAN

PENANG, May 26 (Bernama) -- The state governnent has a |ong-term
devel opnent plan which will be inplenented in stages to ensure that no area
is left out of the devel opnent, said Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu
Koon.

He said the Second Penang Strategic Devel opnment Pl an (PSDP2), | aunched
in 2001 and covering a 10-year period, ained to ensure that continuous
devel oprment was i nplemented in a bal anced nmanner.

He sai d devel opnent in the Tanjong Tokong area, for exanple, was
| aunched sone time back and would take quite a long tine for conpletion

Speaki ng at a press conference at the State Legislative Assenbly
bui I di ng, here, he explained that the state government had actual | y handed
over a 16-hectare (40-acre) site to the Urban Devel opment Aut hority (UDA)
for devel opment since the 1980's.

However, he said, UDA had only utilised a small portion of the |and
al l ocated for devel opnent into several phases of flats for residents in
Kanpung Tanj ong Tokong.

"The state governnent will urge UDA, which had recently restructured
itself, to speed up the inplenmentation of devel opnent projects in the
area," he said.

He said this when asked to conment on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanad's statenment on Saturday that devel opnent in the state
shoul d be bal anced and that no one should be | eft out of the nainstream of
devel opnent .

Koh sai d Penang wel coned the prine nminister's advice and woul d conti nue
to ensure that the people were not left out and that bal anced devel opnent
was achieved in the state.

He sai d unbal anced devel opnment not only occurred in Penang but in al
econom es and ot her countries as well.

"As a conparison, squatter settlements are still found in Kuala Lunpur
which is considered to be devel oped conpared to the other states. Wat the
PM (prime mnister) saw was the old area which is the Kanpung Tanj ong
Tokong whi ch has yet to be devel oped,” he said.

He al so said that Dr Mahathir was not di sappointed with Penang, on the
contrary, he was happy to see the rapid devel opnent in the state and in his
speech at the launching of the Tanjung Pinang | and recl amati on project
covering nore than 300 hectares in Tanjong Tokong, the prinme mnister had
prai sed the devel opnent of the state which had many skyscrapers.

"He was at no tinme upset, he was actually happy for Penang and
concerned for the poor and the needy," he said.

He said nost of the areas that had not been devel oped were | ocated on
private |l and but the state governnment prom sed to assist in speeding up the
pr ocess.
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