21 JUN 2003
Mahat hi r - Greeti ngs
PEOPLE JOSTLE TO SHAKE HANDS W TH DR M

KUALA LUVPUR, June 21 (Bernama) -- Hundreds of people jostled outside
t he Dewan Merdeka at the Putra Wirld Trade Centre to shake hands with Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad when the 54th Umo General Assenbly
ended t oday.

Regardl ess of age, they scranbled to get to the front on both sides of
the red carpet rolled out for Dr Mahathir to pass through fromthe main
entrance of Dewan Merdeka to the nedia conference room

As soon as the "Negara Ku" song ended foll owed by praises to Prophet
Muhammad, marking the end of the assenbly, the crowd rushed to the main
door of the hall, pronpting the security personnel to forma "human
shield."

The nmonment Dr Mahat hir stepped out of the hall, shouts of "H dup
Mahat hir!" (Long Live Mahathir) and "H dup Umo!" (Long Live Umo) erupted
fromanong the crowd.

Am dst the pushing and showi ng anong the crowd, suddenly there were
shouts that sonme peopl e were stepping on other people's |egs.

Sone of themnearly fell while others got their heads knocked agai nst
the caneras of press photographers who al so struggl ed anong the crowd to
snap a best shot of Dr Mahathir's actions at the assenbly, the last for him
as prime minister and party president.

"I't's enough,”" a man in the crowd was heard sayi ng.

Wth a broad snile, holding the right hand of Dr Mahathir, the man
turned back | ooking for his friend to tell himthat he had shook hands with
the country's No 1 | eader.

Several reporters, who were assigned to get coments from Umo | eaders,
grunbl ed upon seeing the | eaders they were | ooking for being far separated
by "a sea of people.™

Dr Mahathir's wal k from Dewan Merdeka to the Media Conference Room
whi ch is about 20 nmetres, might be a najor challenge to the prine
m ni ster's bodyguards.

They were seen tensed up as besides ensuring Dr Mahathir's safety, they
must al so protect thenselves from bei ng pushed away by the crowd.

Nevert hel ess, Dr Mahathir, who was cool and calm smiled when entering
t he Medi a Conference Room

He was followed shortly by Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahrmad Badawi and Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob while adjusting
their clothes and songkok.

During the nedia conference, Dr Mahathir answered reporters' questions
calmMy with a smle.

In fact, he al so took provocative questions fromthe foreign nedia in
his stride.

After the nedia conference, Dr Mahathir |eft the room w thout being
"harassed" by reporters asking for his autograph

Qut si de, Dr Mahathir was nobbed again by the crowd to the extent that
hi s novenents were obstructed at one point.

Earlier, the staircase to Level 4, which housed the Dewan Merdeka, was
seal ed to prevent the people fromgoing up as it was al ready congested with
peopl e.

Those who did not have the chance to listen to the speeches at Dewan
Mer deka, they were asked to sit cross-1legged outside the hall and foll ow
t he proceedings via the big screen.



Al t hough many foll owed the proceedings closely on tel evision, others
were seen shopping at the stalls set up at the | obby on the second fl oor.

What ever their intentions may be, this year's assenbly is extraordinary
with a huge crowd turning up as conpared to previ ous years.
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