15 MAY 2003

PERAK CCLLEGE TO START TW NNI NG W TH MELBOURNE UNI VERSI TY

| POH, May 15 (Bernama) -- Perak Medical College (PCM will send its
Chi ef Executive Oficer Abu Bakar Hashimto the University of Ml bourne,
Australia, to start discussions on a tw nning progranme i n nmedicine.

Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali said today the
twi nni ng programe, expected to be | aunched next year, would all ow PCM
students to conplete their final two years at the Australian university.

"The coll ege and university have al ready agreed to cooperate in the
fields of physiotherapy, nursing and bi o-mathematics," he told reporters
here after attending a thanksgiving given in his honour for being conferred
an honorary doctorate in |law by the University of Ml bourne | ast Saturday.

For the degree in biomaths, he said students could study at the PCM for
three years and the final year in Australia or three years at the PCM and
opt for nedical studies in Australia.

On politics, Tajol Rosli, who is al so Perak Bari san Nasional (BN)
chief, said any request from BN conponent parties for seats in the next
general el ection should be directed to BN Chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed.

"It's up to Dr Mahathir to decide. | will abide by any decision made by
him" he said, comrenting on the statenent by People's Progressive Party's
(PPP) State Chairman Lee Heng that Perak PPP was hopeful of getting two
parlianentary and four state seats in the next general election.

He said the request should be sent to Dr Mahathir and a copy of the
letter forwarded to him
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