17 AUG 2003

M SIA AND SYRIA SIGN 12 AGREEMENTS & MOUs ON COCPERATI ON

DAMASCUS, Aug 17 (Bernamm) -- Ties between Ml aysia and Syria have
received a boost following the signing of 12 agreenents and Menoranduns of
Under st andi ng (MoUs) between the two countries in conjunction with Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad's visit here.

The agreenments and MiUs, which aimto further enhance cooperation
between the two countries, were signed today in the presence of Dr Muhathir
and his Syrian counterpart Mistapha Mro.

Earlier, the two Prinme Mnisters co-chaired a del egati on neeting
between the two countries at the Prine Mnister's office.

The Mal aysi an del egation al so included Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar, Energy, Conmunications and Miltinedia Mnister Datuk Amar Leo
Moggi e, Science, Technol ogy and Environment Mnister Datuk Seri Law Hieng
Di ng, Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman, Sabah Chief Mnister
Dat uk Musa Aman and | eaders of nore than 20 conpani es.

The agreements are on econonmic, cultural, scientific and technical
cooperation.

The MoUs include one signed between the Central Bank of Ml aysia and
the Central Bank of Syria and one on news exchange between the Ml aysi an
Nati onal News Agency (Bernama) and the Syrian Arab News Agency (Sana).
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