09 JUL 2003
Schol ars-Secretari at
PERMANENT SECRETARI AT PROPCSED FOR SCHOLARS CONFERENCE

By: Lugman Haziq

PUTRAJAYA, July 9 (Bernama) -- The organisers of the Wrld Conference
of Islam c Scholars here will propose the setting up of a pernanent
secretariat to coordinate future activities.

Conf erence Executing Committee Chairman Dat uk Mohd Nakhai e Ahnad said a
per manent secretariat would facilitate the organising of world conferences,
sem nars and wor kshops for |slamc schol ars.

"It could also act as a body to coordi nate the understandi ng of Mislins
on | sl am based on the true teachings," he told reporters at the Marriott
Hotel here, the venue of the three-day conference which begins tonorrow

He said a permanent secretariat would provide the best platformfor the
ulamas to discuss in depth issues affecting the Miuslinms and al so to prevent
them from maki ng i ndividual interpretations that were contrary to Islam

Asked whet her the conference would be nmade into an annual event, Mhd
Nakhai e said this could be | ooked by the pernanent secretariat.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will open the conference,
which will discuss anong others the best possible way for Islamc countries
to manage their econony and natural resources.

In this respect, National Econom c Action Council (NEAC) Executive
Director Datuk Mistapa Mhanmed will table a working paper on national
econom ¢ managenent whil e Petronas Chairman Tan Sri Hassan Merican on
natural resources managenent.

"W hope to project Ml aysia as a nodel for other Islanmc countries in
managi ng their econony and natural resources in facing global challenges,™
sai d Mohd Nakhai e, who is also Ml aysian |slam c Dakwah Foundati on ( YADI M
chai r man.

He said that other the working papers of great interest would be those
on the stand of |slam against extrem st groups and the direction of the
Muslinms after the Iraq war.

Over 800 Islamc scholars fromal nost 40 countries will attend the
conference, organised by the Prime Mnister's Departnment. A total of 22
wor ki ng papers will be presented at the conference.

Among the noted scholars is Shai kh Al -Azhar of Egypt, Dr Mbhammad Sayed
Tantawi, who will present his keynote address entitled "Faith in the True
Religion in the Era of d obalisation”.

The openi ng cerenony by Dr Mahathir will be telecast |ive by Radio and
Tel evi si on Mal aysia (RTM.
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