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PERSONAL DATA PROTECTI ON LAW TO BE ENFORCED NEXT YEAR

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 9 (Bernama) -- The CGovernment is expected to
i ntroduce a Personal Data Protection | aw early next year which seeks to
regul ate the coll ection, possession, processing and use of personal data by
i ndi vi dual s or organi sations.

"This is to protect the individual's personal data and safeguard the
privacy of an individual," said the Mnister in the Prinme Mnister's
Departnent, Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim here today.

According to him in this Internet-era personal data of individuals,
| i ke addresses and identity card nunbers, can be retrieved easily and
obtai ned without the consent of the owners.

"And it is alnost inpossible to trace who rel eased the data and the new
| egislation ought to - in ternms of the rights of individuals
- determ ne what kind of data can be accessed,"” he said.

Speaki ng at a semi nar on protection of personal data, he said the | aw
was being drafted by the Energy, Communications and Miltinedia Mnistry,
assisted by his Mnistry.

Dr Rais added that the |egislation would establish a set of conmon
rul es and gui delines and treatnment of personal data by any person or
or gani sati on.

He al so said the new | aw woul d, anobng ot hers, inpose stricter penalties
agai nst violators, including jail sentences of between three and 12 years
dependi ng on the degree of their crimes.

He pointed out that the enmergence of Internet-driven econony and
tecnol ogi es had made it easier for the personal data of individuals,
particularly consuners, to be garnered and exploited for conmercial use.

"I'f such personal data are exposed for illegal use, this raises the
issue of crimnality and the consequences are certainly nore than neets the
eye," said Dr Rais.

On this note, he said businesses, especially those holding a | ot of
personal data |ike banks, hospitals and i nsurance conpani es, should be
concer ned about personal data protection as they would be accountable for
t he personal data held by them

At the press conference, Dr Rais was al so asked on Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s statenment that Singapore must stop reclanmation
work in Pulau Tekong and Tuas pending a final decision by the Internationa
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (I TLQOS) in Hanburg, Germany.

Yesterday, | TLOS directed the Republic not to conduct its |and
recl amati on work whi ch caused irreparable danage to Malaysia's interests or
serious harmto the marine environnent.

Dr Rais said with the tribunal in its interimperiod, both parties,
especi al |y Singapore, should exercise goodwill in resolving the matter

"I'f (reclamation work) continues, the understandi ng of goodw || does
not exist. The views of the Prine Mnister are very positive and shoul d be
respected by nei ghbouring countries |ike Mlaysia and Singapore,
particul arly Singapore which is conducting the reclamation work," he added.

On the proceedings of the tribunal, Dr Rais said both parties were
required to submt studies on the geol ogical and nmarine effects of the
recl amation work in the next six nonths.

| TLOS woul d deliver its final verdict after studying the reports and
t he whol e process is expected to | ast between six and 12 nont hs.
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