08 JAN 2003
Mahat hi r - MCA
PM HAS NOT DECI DED ON DR LI NG S RESI GNATI ON OFFER

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 8 (Bernanmm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad sai d today
that he has not nmade any deci sion on MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong
Sik's intention to resign his post as Transport M nister.

Referring to Dr Ling's undated resignation letter, which was sent to
himon Aug 15 last year, the prime mnister said: "I received the letter
| ong ago but | have yet to agree to his resignation."

Dr Mahathir was met by reporters at the Tasik Putrajaya Cub here after
wi t nessing a denonstration by a hovercraft designed by l[ocal inventor Anrul
Ni zar Anuar, 30, in collaboration with Universiti Teknol ogi Ml aysia (UTM.

Dr Ling announced after the Barisan Nasional (BN) supreme council
nmeeting yesterday his intention to resign fromhis cabinet post and that he
left it to the prine mnister to decide on a suitable date.

Asked when he woul d make his decision on Dr Ling's status, Dr Mahathir
said: "I'mthinking."

The prime mnister was al so asked to comment on the views of sone
parties that Dr Ling was ridiculing the cabinet by his action as he had
voiced simlar intention to resign several tines before.

"He has given a letter saying that he wants to resign. Only |I'm no
letting himresign. It's up to ne (to make the decision), so (Dr Ling) is
not ridiculing the cabinet,” he said.

Asked to comment on the controversy arising fromthe Perlis
government's decision to relax the conditions for polygany in the state, he
said: "We think it's better for us not to talk too nuch but to have a
di scussi on anong experts in the field of religion and aw. | cannot make a
statenent . "

Earlier, Dr Mahathir drove the hovercraft around the Putrajaya | ake for
10 mi nutes.

He said Mal aysia had the ability to produce cheaper hovercraft |ocally.
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