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P' PPl NE- M LF PEACE PROCESS | N FI NAL STAGE - DE VENEC A

KUALA LUMPUR, July 25 (Bernanmm) -- The peace process in the Philippines
has matured for final settlenent to end an al nost three decades of
separatist Mislimrebels fight against the government in M ndanao, southern
Phi i ppi nes.

Speaker of the Philippines Parlianent Jose de Venecia said this had
been nade possible with the active and dynamc role played by Ml aysia and
the Organisation of Islam c Conference (O C) countries, especially
I ndonesi a and Libya, in the peace negoti ati ons.

The peace process is supported by the United States, he said.

de Venecia said the Philippines Governnent and the congress were al so
putting together a significant econonm c and social packages to support the
peace plan between the government and the Moro Islam c Liberation Front
(MLF).

"W hope with the good hel p and active role of Malaysia, OC countries
and the United States, as third party facilitators, we can finally put this
agreenent to a settlenent.

"W believe, we are now noving into the final stage,"” he told reporters
after neeting Dewan Rakyat Speaker Tun Dr Mohanmed Zahir Ismail at
Par | iament buil di ng here today.

de Venecia is heading a seven-nenber del egation on a 10-hour visit to
Mal aysi a. Presidential Adviser for the Peace Process, Eduardo R Ermita, is
al so in the del egation.

The 12,500-strong M LF has been fighting for an independent Islamc
state in southern Philippines since 1978.

The Philippine Government put on hold peace talks with the MLF, to be
hosted by Mal aysia, followi ng an attack on Siocon town in Mndanao in early
May, resulting in 34 deaths. Manila blanmed the MLF for the attack.

On July 19, both parties declared cessation of hostilities to make way
for the peace talks.

de Venecia said the dates for the peace tal ks woul d be determ ned by
t he Mal aysi an Gover nment .

de Veneci a thanked the Mal aysi an Government and Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad on the role played by Kuala Lunmpur to help find a
| asti ng peace in the Philippines.

Ermta told reporters that Manila was confident the peace tal ks woul d
proceed snmoothly with the assistance of Ml aysia and cessation of
hostilities.

" we should be able to achieve an agreenent sooner than later. Qur
confidence is based on the assistance by the Ml aysian Governnent," he
sai d.

He said Manila had al so asked Mal aysia to nonitor the ceasefire between
t he governnment and the M LF.

On a different matter, de Venecia said his country had proposed for the
setting up of an Asean Anti-Poverty Fund to help the poor in the region.

He also invited Dr Mohaned Zahir to attend the Asian Parlianent for
Peace Conference in Mnila next nonth.

On his discussions with de Venecia, Dr Mhaned Zahir said they tal ked
about the proposal to set up an Asean Parliament.

Descri bing the proposal as a "good idea", he said, Asean countries
could work together to enact common laws to facilitate travels and | aw
enf orcenent, anong ot hers.



For instance, Asean countries already have simlar laws for drug
trafficking, he said.

"We are toying with the idea. W are still tal king because there are
still some Asean countries without a Parlianent,” he added.
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