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PM TELLS MJUSLI M5 TO REKI NDLE BROTHERHOOD, STRI VE FOR PEACE

By: Abdul Miin Abdul Mjid

CAI RO, Jan 22 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad has sent a
heartfelt nessage to all Miuslinms in the world on the need for themto
enbrace each other as brothers and return to the true teachings of Islam
or risk being continuously oppressed and their religion treated with
cont enpt .

The Prime Mnister said that peace and the brotherhood of Mislinms were
fundanmental teachings of Islam and if this injunction of Islam alone was
uphel d, there would be Muslimunity and the Mislins woul d be strong.

However, Dr Mahathir said that Miuslins now were so disunited to the
point that in the pursuit of the interests of their respective countries,
they were quite prepared to fight their Mislimbrothers from other
countries and be divided to join opposing canps, even those of their
non- Musl i m enemi es.

Delivering a hard-hitting speech focusing on Muslimunity at a
gathering of international scholars and students at the Al Azhar University
here Wednesday, he said: "Unable to protect thenselves from other Mislins
and fromother enemes, they all ow thensel ves to be mani pul at ed agai nst
their co-religionists.

"They become pawns in the ganes other people play. Truly they have | ost
self-respect. Truly they are not follow ng the teachings of Islam"”

Dr Mahathir arrived in Cairo from Lebanon Tuesday evening for a
three-day working visit to Egypt. His trip to this key Arab nation cones
am dst the spectre of war in Iragq and hei ghtened tensions over the
Pal estinian-1sraeli conflict.

The Prime Mnister said that disunited, confused about Islam fighting
each other for power, lacking in essential know edge and skills,

m sappl yi ng their God-given wealth, the Miuslins of today had reached the
| owest point in their devel opment.

But this, he lanented, did not stop themfromcontinuing to do what was
prohi bited by Islamand they were not willing to see the reality of the
situation or to admt that they had deviated fromthe teachings of their
religion.

The Prime Mnister said that frustrated and angry, sone Mislins had
resorted to terrorism wth nany believing that they had been successful in
t hi s.

"Al'l that has happened is that the enenies of |slam have found
justification for putting nore pressure on the Muslins, attacking and
killing them treating themand their religion with contenpt,” he said in
descri bing the adverse inpact of acts of terror on the Mislim umah.

Dr Mahathir noted that Mislins would fight and die not in order to
achi eve any real objective like freeing thensel ves from oppression, but do
so in order to retaliate, take revenge or vent their anger

Bl ami ng others for the sad fate of Miuslins, he said that m ght could
only be partially correct as it would be better for the unmmah to overcone
their own faults and weaknesses thensel ves.

"Muslims nust surely know what is it that they are doing which is
wrong. Certainly their disunity, their rejection of Islamc brotherhood is
wrong. They do not have the right priorities either, enphasising the
avoi dance of mnor sins while openly commtting major sins,” he said.

Furthernore, Dr Mahathir said, no thanks to the msinterpretation and
del i berate ignoring of Islamc teachings, the Muslins of today found



t hensel ves to be backward, |acking in know edge, unable to defend
t hensel ves and their religion, and forced to resort to terror to seek
revenge.

He said that the Muslinms had clearly |lost their way and were nowhere
near achi eving the greatness that was once |slam

"How | ong can we go on doing this? WIl what we are doing today restore
the greatness of our religion and the fitrah that it should be to nanki nd?
WIIl it deliver us from oppression by our detractors? Frankly | don't think
so.

"It is not because we are incapable of devel oping ourselves to the
| evel where others would be forced to respect us and our religion

"It is sinply because we refuse to adhere to the true teachings of
Islamand to strive to better our lot on this earth as nuch as we prepare
for the life in the hereafter,” he said.

Touchi ng on the divisiveness of Islam Dr Mhathir said that Prophet
Muhammad brought only one Islambut today there were many Islamc religions
like the Sunni and the Shi'ite, each divided i nto nunerous groups by the
different imans and tarikats.

Al'l the divisiveness, Dr Mahathir said, cane only after he (Prophet
Muhammad) had passed away, the result of differing interpretations about
I slam by different scholars through the centuries.

He said that as a result of reading Quranic verses partially and
ignoring the contexts and parts which qualify the injunctions in the main
parts of the verses, Muslins mssed the nessage conpletely as the focus
fell instead on the form

To denonstrate this point, Dr Mahathir said: "Thus when we are asked to
prepare war horses so as to deter and defeat the eneny, it is not deterring
and defeating the eneny that we take note of. It is the keeping of horses.”

G ven the confusion and division due to the varied interpretations and
teachings of Islam he said, it was time for Muslins to really return to
the fundanentals of the religion as enbodied by the Quran and the verified
Hadi th, and the original teachings of the Prophet.

Asserting that the nost fundanental of all was that Islam stood for
peace, Dr Mahathir noted that Mislinms would greet each other with the w sh
for peace but he questioned whether it was uttered with any sincerity.

"I'f we want peace then shouldn't we strive for peace, at |east anong
ourselves as Muslinms first, and then with people of other faiths. Apart
fromlslam advocati ng peace, surely brothers nost not fight each other but
shoul d | ove each other, being as they are in the same fanly," he added.
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