04 FEB 2003
Mahat hi r - Caner ons
PM DEPLORES | NDI SCRI M NATE DEVELOPMENT | N CAMERON H GHLANDS

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 4 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad has depl ored the indiscrimnate devel opnent in Caneron Hi ghl ands
where scant regard has been given to environmental factors, adversely
affecting its natural beauty.

He regretted that sone areas had been flattened to the extent that the
hi ghl ands now appear to be just like in the | ow ands.

He said that the current devel opment in Canmeron Hi ghl ands woul d
certainly affect the tenperature there

"This is the manner that sonme unscrupul ous people resort to for huge
profits. They give scant regard to the environnent and are prepared to turn
t he highlands into | ow ands, robbing them of their natural beauty,"” he said
at the sinultaneous | aunching of the second anniversary of the Putrajaya
Federal Territory and the Botanical Gardens, another of Putrajaya's
attractions.

Dr Mahathir said that he fails to understand why devel opers seek the
hi ghl ands to inpl enent projects but end up having to denolish the contour
of the hilly terrain.

A newspaper reported on Friday that a group of conpanies was illegally
usi ng heavy machinery to clear land in an area which is fornerly part of
the Blue Valley Tea Plantation in Cameron Hi ghl ands.

This is despite being issued two stop-work orders by the Cameron
H ghl ands Di strict Council

A police report has been | odged agai nst the parties by an enpl oyee of
the State Land and M nes Departnent on Sunday.

Dr Mahathir said that devel opers inplenmenting projects on highlands
shoul d mai ntain the contour and the | andscape of the area under
devel opnent .

Referring to the devel opnment in Putrajaya, he said that the 4,500-ha
site, fornmerly an oil palmestate, still maintained its greenery which was
enhanced foll owi ng the construction of |akes and gardens in the vicinity.

Clearly, he said, Putrajaya, the federal government administrative
centre, had been developed with great care to preserve and maintain the
| andscape and environment.

"The price of the land here will increase because a big area has been
turned into | akes and gardens. We should be prepared to pay a little bit
nore for its beauty," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that even though Putrajaya was still under
construction, it does not appear |like a construction site but like a big
town whi ch has matured.

Sonme 30, 000 people inlcuidng Dr Mahathir, his deputy, Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , and governnent officers and staff now |ive here.

Dr Mahathir al so hoped that the 4.5-km boul evard fromthe Prine
Mnister's Department to the conference centre could be conpleted this year
for the National Day parade to be held there on Aug 31

He was confident that the boul evard would create a new feature for the
country to be identified, |ike the Chanps El ysees in Paris.

Among those present were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohaned Ali, cabi net
m ni sters, deputy mnisters, senior governnment officials, corporate figures
and comunity | eaders.
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