13 JAN 2003

PM TO CHAI R SPECI AL MEETI NG ON SYARI AH LAW

PENANG, Jan 13 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad will hold a special neeting soon with religious councils and the
rel evant parties to discuss the standardi sation of syariah law in the
states, said Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Abdul Ham d
Zai nal Abi di n.

He told reporters here today that even though efforts had been nmade to
standardi se the syariah |law and the Islam c Famly Enactnment in the states,
various problenms on the technical aspect still occur.

He said that the special neeting would provide an opportunity for
di scussions to be held on the technical problens that arose even though the
st andardi sati on of the syariah |law had been consented to by the Conference
of Rulers.

"We're serious in efforts to standardi se the syariah |law and that's the
reason why we introduced the E-Syariah to enable the Syariah Courts to be
linked,” he said after neeting 470 intending pilgrins who departed fromthe
Bayan Lepas International Airport.
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