30 OCT 2003
MAHATHI R- BUM PUTERA
PM DI SSATI SFI ED W TH BUM ECONOM C PERFORVANCE

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday expressed his dissatisfaction over the performance of
bum puteras in the economc field.

"I amnot satisfied. They should have achi eved (the) 30 percent
(target) by the end of 1990 but today, we are still in (the range of) 18
percent, " he said when asked whether he was satisfied with the performance
of bum putera entrepreneurs at a press conference at the Parlianment | obby
after presenting the Md-Term Review of the Ei ghth Ml aysia Plan at the
Dewan Rakyat here today.

He said that the actual amount of bum putera participation in the
economnmy now was big -- about 400 tinmes bigger conpared with 1970s.

"But others (non-bum puteras) also grewin time, and because of that,

t he percentage of (bum putera) growth is not as what we wanted," he said.

This is a cause for concern, the prime mnister said.

"Unl ess you can bal ance the econonic perfornmance of bum puteras and non
bum puteras, there is always the danger of jealousy and this can be spread
by sone irresponsi bl e people,” he added.

VWhen asked if the bum putera quota system practised by the governnent
was a backward nmove, Dr Mahathir said that it was not, and that w thout any
gquota fromthe governnment, bum putera contrators would face probl ens.

"If there is no quota, it is possible that bum puteras woul d not get
anyt hi ng. "

Dr Mahathir who is also Finance Mnister said that fromhis
observation, bum putera contractors were nore dependent on the governnent
for contracts.

"They are afraid to get contracts fromthe private sector maybe because
they may not be successful,” he said.

"Because of this they depend on the government, we don't |ike them
bei ng dependent on the government but if there are no contracts fromthe
government, they would not get work," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Bum putera contractors had inproved in ternms of
nunbers but not in quality.

"Peopl e (have) asked us to give (contracts) to as many people as
possi bl e and they even told us that (we are not being fair) by not giving
to everybody.

"So we gave to everybody and this included the inconpetent ones and
t hey nmessed everything up. Now, we have to begin all over again, to go back
and nake an assessment on who is the nost conpetent,” he said.

However, Dr Mahathir said, if the governnment wants to enphasi ze on
quality, then the nunber of contracts given would be snall

"But if we give (projects) to everyone w thout taking into account
whet her they are conpetent or not, then we are going to end up with a | ot
of failures,"” he said. -- BERNAMA
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