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Mahat hi r - NAM
PM TELLS WEAKER COUNTRI ES TO BAND TOGETHER FOR COVMON GOOD

By: Abdul Miin Abdul Mjid

CAIRO, Jan 23 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
Wednesday that the rel evance of the Non-Aligned Mouvenent (NAM today shoul d
not be put into question as the novenent will allow weaker countries to
face the challenges of a world now dom nated by one single power.

"It is nore relevant today because a world that is dom nated by one
power alone is bound to disregard the weaker countries.

"So the weak countries must cone together, they can do so in NAM in
order to strengthen thensel ves and oppose any oppression by the single
power," he told reporters after delivering a |lecture on the inportance of
Muslimunity at the Al Azhar University here.

He also said that it was wong to think that the NAM was no | onger
relevant with the end of the Cold War or the non-existence of conflict
bet ween East and West.

Mal aysia will host the NAM Sunmmit next nonth and the Organisation of
I slam ¢ Conference (A C) Summit in October

Dr Mahathir said that Ml aysia was al so of the opinion that the best
way to resolve problens besetting Mislimcountries was for themto talk and
di scuss how best to strengthen the ummah.

"Which is why we consider the O C and NAM neetings in Kuala Lunpur as
very inportant.

"We have to talk to each other to find the best way to protect the
Musl i ms who are today being attacked by people who are agai nst us.

"W we have to close ranks so that we can defend ourselves," said Dr
Mahat hir who ends his three-day working visit to Egypt Thursday.

Speaki ng to Mal aysi an journalists Wednesday eveni ng, Dr Mahathir said
that he had extended an invitation to President Hosni Mibarak to attend the
two sunmits to be held in Kuala Lunpur.

He said as that Egypt had been one of the founding nmenbers of NAM it
was only appropriate for its | eader to attend.

"He gave an undertaking that he will try, at least for a day. W hope
he'll be able to attend," he said.

At the earlier nedia conference, Dr Mahathir also said that his
presence in Egypt was to di scuss ways and nmeans of increasing trade vol une
bet ween Mal aysia and this north African country of 70 mllion people.

Mal aysi a External Trade Devel opnent Corporation (Matrade) figures
showed that Malaysia's total trade with Egypt in 2001 amobunted to RMB35.1
mllion with total exports at RW97.69 nillion and total inmports at RVB7.42
mllion.
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