05 SEP 2003
MAHATHI R- MSC
PM LAUNCHES M5C DEVELOPMENT SECOND PHASE

By: Mbhd Arshi Daud

CYBERJAYA, Sept 5 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamed toni ght | aunched the second phase of the M5C (Miltinmedia Super
Corridor) devel opnent during dinner on the second day of the 7th
I nternational Advisory Panel (1AP) neeting.

He said nore than six years had passed since the MSC project started
but now MSC has entered its second phase.

He said in the first day of the | AP neeting yesterday, the | AP nmenbers
had gi ven nmany i deas on how Mal aysia could benefit nmore fromthe NMSC
proj ect under the second phase.

"I'n the second phase, we have to plan very carefully and we nmay want to
have the MSC extended to other countries as the nore people take part the
better for us.

"I"msure the second phase will be just as inmportant as the first
phase, " he said.

Dr Mahathir, who will be retiring in October, said while he would not
be chairing the future | AP neeting, he would follow it very closely.

""I"mquite sure even without ne there will be people who will be
scrutinising all the details regarding the plans for the future of the
MBC. "

Dr Mahathir said he believed that the MSC project would go on to prove
that even if it could not be another Silicon Valley, it would becone "The
MBC'.

The MSC he said would be "our special kind of area for the devel opnent
of an application of information technol ogy.

The MSC is a dedicated corridor of 15 km X 50 km stretching fromthe
world's tallest twin towers - Petronas Twin Towers at the Kuala Lunpur City
Centre in the north to the new Kual a Lunmpur International Airport in the
sout h.

Through the corridor, Malaysia ainms to attract |eadi ng conpanies of the
world to locate the multinmedia industry in the country, undertake research,
devel op new products and technol ogi es and export fromthis base.

The MSC is now on its second phase devel opnent, especially in relation
to the roll out for the 7th MSC fl agshi p application.

To date, there are nore than 900 MSC status conpani es, 59 of which are
wor |l d cl ass conpani es. -- BERNAMVA
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