09 AUG 2003
Mahat hi r- Sports
PM WANTS MORE PEOPLE | N SPORTS TO BUI LD EXCELLENT GENERATI ON

MELAKA, Aug 9 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad wants nore
Mal aysi ans to participate in sports not only as a recreational activity but
to build an excellent generation through success in conpetitions.

Apart fromthis, the Prinme Mnister said, sports could also be a
training ground for discipline as well as hard work in achi eving success.

"For the young to participate in sports nmeans they can face chall enges
and train thensel ves to overcone pressure,” he said when closing the 18th
Prem er Cup Badm nton chanpionship at the Mni Bestari Stadiumin Ayer
Ker oh here today.

Among those present were his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali,
who is also president of the Wl fare Body for Wves of Mnisters and Deputy
M nisters (Bakti), his deputy Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi and wife
Datin Seri Endon Mahnud and Mel aka Chief M nister Datuk Seri Mhd Ali
Rust am

Dr Mahathir said sports was also a formof skills training to give the
best performance, to nove as a teamand it "noulds the personality,
especially for the young to fight against and overcone chal | enges”.

Dr Mahathir cited the exanple of national marathon swi mrer Abdul Malik
Mydi n who swam 58km across the English Channel from Dover, England to
Cal ai s, France, on Nbonday.

"This is proof that if soneone trains a lot and really has the spirit,
he can overcone great pressure even in conditions of cold water," he said.

The Prime Mnister said the people, therefore, needed to prove their
determ nation in any sport they ventured into to succeed |ike Abdul Malik
and Datuk Azhar Mansor, who sailed solo around the world.

Meanwhi |l e, Dr Mahat hir, who gave away prizes at the chanpi onship
between 12 welfare bodies of wives of elected representatives, said the
event woul d be continued by his successor as it had succeeded in bringing
the wives of federal and state | eaders closer together.

Jokingly, he said after 2004, the chanpionship m ght also see the
participation of teans from Terengganu and Kel antan if the Bari san Nasi onal
succeeded in wi nning back the two states.

In the chanpi onshi p, the Bakisa contingent from Sabah managed to defend
their Premier Cup title for the sixth year running by beating Perak's
Bai duri three sets to two.

Third was Bakti fromthe Federal Territory while Johor's Juita won the
Classic Plate category by beating Kedah's Bidara.

Bistari president Datin Seri Asmah Abd Rahman, wi fe of the Melaka Chief
M ni ster, then handed over the chanpionship flag to Dr Siti Hasmah, who
presented the flag to next year's host Baidunita, represented by its
president Datin Seri Shamsiah Yassin, wife of the Perlis Menteri Besar.
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