29 MAY 2003
Mahat hi r - Reshuffl e
PM TO DECI DE ON CABI NET RESHUFFLE ON RETURN FROM OVERSEAS TRI P

KUALA LUMPUR, May 29 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that he will only decide on a Cabinet reshuffle on his
return fromhis overseas trip next nonth.

Dr Mahathir said that he had received a |ist of MCA candi dates who were
qualified to fill the post vacated by Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Sik from MCA president Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting.

Asked whet her the Cabinet reshuffle will only affect MCA | eaders, he
said: "Maybe, but wouldn't dare say much as | haven't thought about it
yet."

He was asked by reporters on the cabinet reshuffle and the successor to
Dr Ling after attending a Wrkers Day 2003 gat hering of public sector
enpl oyees at the National Institute of Public Admi nistration (Intan) in
Bukit Kiara here.

Dr Mahathir said that Ong, who is Housing and Local Gover nnent
M ni ster, was now carrying out the duties and responsibilities of the
Transport Mnister but it did not nean that he woul d assunme the post.

The Prime Mnister said that the reshuffle to be announced woul d ensure
that the government was nore efficient.

"Il find people who can serve. | don't change ny Cabinet that often
because 1've confidence (in the Cabinet), not |ike other countries who
al ways reshuffle (the Cabinet),"” he said.

Asked whether he will discuss the upcom ng new Cabi net arrangenent with

his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, he said: "I'mnot sonmeone who
makes deci sions w thout consulting as many people as possible and it's not
necessary |'ll follow other people's views, but normally I'll ask people,"
he said.

Dr Mahathir | eaves tonmorrow for Evian, France, to attend the Broader
Informal Dial ogue of the &8 Summit on Sunday. He departs for Tokyo on
Monday for a working visit until Friday.

- - BERNAMA

HK NN KHY RM



	PM TO DECIDE ON CABINET RESHUFFLE ON RETURN FROM OVERSEAS TRIP (Bernama 29/05/2003)

