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PPP- | PF
PPP TO SAY "NO' TO | PF'S I NCLUSI ON | N BN

KUALA LUMPUR, April 23 (Bernama) -- The People's Progressive Party
(PPP) will veto any attenpt by the Indian Progressive Front (IPF) to join
the 14-menber ruling Barisan Nasional (BN) coalition, its president, Datuk
M Kayveas, said today.

He said that the 50-year-old PPP had decided that it would not support
| PF's application to join the coalition as the MC splinter party had
created doubts that it supported the BN s visions.

"(M G Pandithan (1 PF president) yesterday in a Tam | newspaper has
indirectly reveal ed what we suspected for long. He indirectly said that |IPF
is not in favour of the Vision School concept which has been nooted and
being i nplemented in stages by the governnent," Kayveas told Bernanma here.

The 1 PF was formed by Pandithan after his fallout with M C president
Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu nore than a decade ago. Initially, the party was
in the opposition bloc but nmade an about-turn at a later stage to support
t he BN

The |1 PF has been knocking on the BN s door since then and the
coalition's consensus system has denied the party the opportunity to join
it. It is an open secret that the M C has been the IPF s stunbling block in
its attenpt to join the BN while the PPP has been undeci ded over the
matter.

Now with the PPP, also a BN conponent party, making a stand on the
i ssue, observers feel that the I PF has an uphill task in sharing seats with
t he ot her BN conponent parties in the BN Supreme Counci l

Kayveas was reported as saying yesterday that Pandithan was a wolf in
sheep's clothing, pretending to support the BN

He said this when commenting on Pandithan's statenent in a Tam | daily
t hat Kayveas' suggestion on the closure of Tam | schools was in support of
t he Vision School concept.

"That statenment nmade by Pandithan indicates that the | PF president is
not in favour of the Vision School envisaged by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad, " Kayveas sai d.

He said that future applications by the IPF to join the BN woul d not
only be opposed by the M C but also the PPP as the | PF would not be an
asset but aliability to the BN

Meanwhi | e, when contacted at his residence |ater, Pandithan denied the
all egation that he is not in favour of the Vision School concept, under
whi ch national and national type schools are housed in the same conmpound
for closer interaction between students of various races.

"I did not say that (I'm against the Vision School)...what |I said was
that the IPF will act as a shield to defend the Tam | |anguage. It does not
mean that we're not supporting the Vision School,"” he said.

He said that although the idea of the Vision School was good to foster
closer race relations in the society, the concept would take tinmne.

"Parents need to be educated on the Vision School first. It nust be a
sl ow process...we cannot rush things but | never said that the |IPF does not
support the concept,” he said.

He said that Kayveas had interpreted his statenent according to his
whi s and fanci es.

"I"'mnot a wolf in sheep's clothing but a tiger which will pounce on
traitors of the Tam | |anguage and the Indian conmunity in the country,”
Pandi t han added.
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