01 MAR 2003

PM TO CHAI R SPECI AL COVWM SSI ON ON MONI TORI NG NSP

KUALA LUMPUR, March 1 (Bernama) -- The Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, will chair a special conmm ssion which will nonitor the
i npl enentati on of the National Social Policy (NSP).

Deputy National Unity and Social Devel opment M nister Dr Tiki Lafe said
t he conm ssion was being formed foll owi ng the approval of the NSP on Feb 19
by the Cabi net.

He was speaking to reporters after |launching the Universiti Ml aya
Fam |y Day which was attended by sonme 8,000 people including academn c
staff.

Dr Tiki said his mnistry would act the scretariat for the
i npl enent ati on of the policy.

O her nmenbers of the commi ssion had yet to be naned, he said.

He said the policy would be the unbrella policy stressing on
humani tari an concepts and would be referred in the course of the
i npl enent ati on of other policies such as the National Devel opment Policy
and the National Agriculture Policy.

"An instrument for the inplenmentation of policy will be the Social
| pact Assessnent (SIA) study. Al devel opnent projects should have the SIA
bef ore they can be approved and inplenmented, " he said.

The NSP enconpassed the phil osophy behi nd vari ous ot her social policies
and woul d set the direction for the planning and inplenentati on of bal anced
soci al devel opnent programmres, Dr Tiki added.

The NSP was earlier approved by the Cabinet Committee for the
Er adi cati on of Social Problens.
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