31 OCT 2003
PM Tri but es
POLI TI CI ANS, NGOs PAY TRI BUTE TO DR MAHATH R AND ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 31 (Bernama) -- Mal aysian politicians and
non- gover nnent al organi sati ons (NGOs) continued to pay tribute to Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad whil e wel comi ng Malaysia's fifth prime mnister, Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badaw .

Federati on of Ml aysi an Consuners Associ ati ons (Fonta) president Prof
Dat uk Hanmdan Adnan told Bernama that Dr Mahathir's retirenent today
di sproved foreign clains that he was a dictator.

"It is the mark of a great man to resign at the peak of glory, at the
top and when he is very popul ar,” he said.

"It reflects his total conmitnment to the well-being of the country. No
dictator would step down if he was thinking of his ow interests and not
the nation's well-being."

Handan al so pointed to three institutions founded during Dr Mahathir's
22 years as prinme mnister which refuted foreign clainms that he did not
respect human rights. They are the Donmestic Trade and Consuner Affairs
Mnistry, the Wnmen and Fanily Devel opment M nistry and the Ml aysi an Human
Ri ghts Comm ssi on (Suhakam, of which Handan is a conm ssioner.

"Wth all these institutions in place, he can take a well-deserved
rest,"” said Handan.

Dr Mahathir could also retire knowi ng he had a conpetent successor and
his Vision could be realised "100 per cent", the Suhakam comn ssi oner said.

Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Tan Sri Bernard Donpok said
in a press statement today that considerabl e changes of Dr Mahathir's

| eadership had been felt by all levels of society, in the towns and in the
rural areas, fromsmall traders to international-class entrepreneurs, from
fi shernen and rubber tappers to hill farners in Sabah and Sarawak.

Donpok, who is president of the United Pasoknonogun Kadazandusun Mur ut
Organi sation (Upko), said the party values the contributions, support and
nmotivation given by Dr Mahathir which encouraged themto continue the
struggl e for national devel opnent with other conponent parties in the
Bari san Nasi onal .

At the recent Upko congress, he noted, Dr Mahathir had given his
bl essi ngs and acknow edgenent that Upko represent the Kadazandusun and
Murut in Sabah and woul d al ways be represented within the Federal Cabinet.

"We can only express our unlimted thanks and appreciation for his
contributions for 22 years while | eading the Ml aysian Governnent and the
Bari san Nasional ," the Mnister said.

Mal aysia's fifth Prine Mnister is also a | eader of calibre, he said,
capabl e of |leading the country well and ensuring an excellent future
t hrough a snoot h and harnonious transition of power.

Mal aysi an Yout h Council secretary-general Norizan Sharif said the NGO
whi ch represents 10 million young Ml aysi ans, records its appreciation and
thanks to Dr Mahat hir, who had introduced the education policy which shaped
their generation.

"He nade the people of this country believe in the country's
capabilities and ability to conpete,” he said.

The Council believes Abdullah will continue the sterling devel opnment
pi oneered by Dr Mahathir and earlier prinme mnisters.

As an activist with the youth nmovenent, the Council believes Abdul | ah
will give priority to the youth who are an asset to national devel opnent.

The Council al so believes Abdullah will continue to give opportunities



to the younger generation to be involved in national devel opnent at
different |evels.

"The Council believes Datuk Seri Abdullah's readi ness and openness to
hear the opinions of all parties, including the youth, will enable the
younger generation to continue being involved in devel opment in a nore
meani ngf ul way, " Norizan said.

Ar chbi shop of Kual a Lunmpur Murphy Pakiam said the Catholic Church
prayed that God would bl ess Abdullah with "strength, w sdom and good health
in adm nistering the nation in the face of various chall enges.”

Paki am who is also the president of the Catholic Bi shops' Conference
of Mal aysia, said they hoped the friendliness and goodwi || that exist anong
the various races and religions in the country will be further enhanced.

They pl edged their support to Abdullah to pronote justice, peace and
harmony for the well-being of all Mal aysians.

The Admi nistrative and Diplomatic Service Associati on Mal aysia (PPTD)
al so congratul ated Abdul | ah.

PPTD president Datuk Seri Aseh Che Mat said: "As an association of
seni or government officers, we pledge to fully support the country's
adm ni stration under the | eadership of the Ri ght Honourabl e Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi in the interest of the nation's progress as well as
its economc and social stability."

Aseh said that the association was particularly proud because for the
first time in Malaysia's 46-year history, the post of prime mnister is
held by a fornmer adm nistrative and di pl omatic service (PTD) officer.

PPTD al so placed on record their greatest appreciation for Dr
Mahat hir' s gui dance and support for the PTD officers.

Parti Keadil an Rakyat al so joined well-w shers in congratul ating
Abdul | ah on his appointment as Malaysia's fifth Prime Mnister.

Its president, Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan Ismail and deputy
president, Dr Syed Husin Ali said Abdull ah woul d face many chal | enges.

They hoped that Abdullah would tackle the challenges in a denocratic
manner in the name of justice, truth and equality.

Dr Azizah and Dr Syed Husin al so hoped that Abdull ah woul d uphol d the
principles of justice.
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