17 JUN 2003
Abdul | ah- Power
POLI TI CAL EXPERI MENT CAN LEAD TO DESTRUCTI ON, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, June 17 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi has
rem nded the Malays to refrain fromindiscrimnately attenpting to repl ace
the Umo-Ied governnent with another party as this may result in a
political crisis leading to foreign intervention.

The Umo deputy president said that this could happen as the Ml ay
community woul d not have a viable alternative to replace Umo which has the
experience and maturity in | eading a governnent that has the confidence of
its citizens conprising different races, religions and cul tures.

"I'nmpl ementing an effective fornula for power-sharing is not sonething
that we can ganble with by experinmenting,” he said when openi ng
si mul taneously the annual assenblies of the Wanita Umo, Pemuda Umo and
Puteri Umo at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here tonight.

Abdul | ah, who is deputy prime mnister, said that the country would
face grave danger if it was turned into a political |aboratory to
experinment with a new political fornula.

"Such an acid test may result in an explosion, which, if wongly
handl ed, can |lead to destruction,” he said.

Abdul | ah said that any turnoil on Malaysia's soil would only open the
doors and provide justification for foreign intervention, to seize the
opportunity to interfere in the affairs of other sovereign nations.

Umo is the domi nant party of the Barisan Nasional, fornmerly the
Alliance, a coalition of 14 conponent parties representing the various
races, ruling the country since i ndependence.

The annual assenblies of the three novenents precede the three-day 57th
Umo general assenbly which begins on Thursday.

In his address thened "Managi ng Success”, Abdullah said that Umo's
political power must be preserved because the Ml ays were not yet resilient
enough, were small in nunber, were still not in the forefront, were not
even on par with other races in achievenments in know edge, skills,
conmer ce, econony and other fields.

"Do not let your guard down just because the Mal ays donmi nate the
government and the civil service. Do not for a nmonment think that Malay
political power will l[ast forever," he said.

Abdul | ah said that he was worried that success had spoilt and
underm ned the m ndset of the Malays to the extent that they now think they
were secure and could do just about anything they wanted.

According to him their nationalist spirit had flagged and their
capacity to neet challenges had declined, their political power dim nishing
because of disunity.

"The Mal ays seek security through political power, but because of
di sunity, Malay political power is not as resilient as before,” he said.

He warned that if the Malays do not face this issue unconpronisingly,
and, if they were not brave enough in putting a stop to it, one day, the
power that Umo has and with it the power that the Ml ays benefit from
woul d be forever gone.

Abdul | ah said that he fully understood the concerns of Umo president
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad that the Mal ays today do not prioritise
unity, allow ng anything to divide themlike jostling for position in the
party, unfounded accusati ons agai nst the | eadership, disappointnment or not
recei vi ng busi ness opportunities and incitenment by opposition parties

He said that they were not only di sposed towards being divided but were



even willing to collaborate with the enemes to thwart the Ml ay struggle.

Abdul | ah said that the current global environnment requires the people
to be united, possessing one spirit and w el di ng one voi ce when facing the
wor | d.

In the mdst of these challenging times, he said, the people should be
t hankful that the nation had remai ned peaceful and been able to alleviate
the people's hardship in facing any political turbul ence and econonic
gl oom

He said that this gratitude should be reflected in their display of
strong all egiance and loyalty to the nation

To the civil servants, he said, it should be presented in the
determ nation to inprove the provision of quality and people-friendly
services to the public.

To the private sector, he said, it should be denonstrated in inproving
their conpetitiveness and productivity.

To the students and undergraduates, he said, it should be shown by
excelling in their studies and to the younger generation, it should be
di spl ayed through the practice of noble values and a responsibility to
thensel ves and their famlies.

At the same time, he rem nded Umo menbers not to forget that Ummo was
fornmed to unite the Malays and to safeguard and chanpion their interests.

He said: "Umo is not a racetrack for its nmenbers to scurry in pursuit
of power so nuch so that rank and position beconmes the enbodi ment of their
struggle...individual survival is given priority over the comunity's
survival. Contests are seen as an opportunity to obtain personal benefit.

"The privilege of voting is valued in nonetary terns. Renenber, the
candidate who is willing to pay for votes has al so been funded by others.

"A candidate who tries to influence delegates to sell their soul has
hi nsel f already sold his soul and dignity," he said.

Abdul | ah said that jostling for power had resulted in the end
justifying the neans and, tine and again, caused party unity to be forsaken
and Malay unity allowed to dilapidate in the pursuit of position

To ensure Umo's survival, Abdullah said that Umo nenbers nust be
cour ageous enough to elimnate the tendencies that nay have | ed the people
to be contenptuous of Umo.

He said that it was a greater burden to have to confront such narrow
and smal | -m nded party nmenbers than to fight opposition parties.

"These nenbers are a burden to us when we go into the general election
These nenbers caused us to | ose seats to the opposition,” he said.

He called on Umo nenbers to learn a |l esson fromthe downfall of
political parties around the world due to, anong others, abuse of power,
corrupt practices and the pursuit of personal gain, causing themthe |oss
of power and the | oss of support.

Abdul l ah cited the fall of the Congress Party of India, the Kuom ntang
Nati onalist Party in Taiwan and the Liberal Denocratic Party in Japan

He was however proud that Umo had continued to prevail after 57 years
because the majority of its nenbers have pure intentions, possess noble
val ues, and sincere in pursuing a struggle that was righteous.

"The majority of Umo nenbers think rationally and place the interest
of the party above all else...the mgjority of Umo nenbers are virtuous and
accept Allah's divine determnation,"” he said.

He said that Umo, which has inplenmented innunerabl e devel opnent
programes and carried out its responsibility to fulfil the agenda of
i ndependence, should therefore not be rejected by the people.

Abdul | ah said that the people were now inheriting a nation whose peopl e
were united, whose political environment was stable, whose econony was
prosperous, equi pped with nodern and sophisticated infrastructure.



He said that the wi sdom of the Ml ay | eadership has nmade Umo a party
that was respected, credible and widely accepted in the political and
denocratic systemof the country.

In fulfilling its agenda to chanpion the fate of the Ml ays, he said,
Umo's pragmati c appraoch had instilled confidence anong the other races
who continue to feel secure as long as Umo | eads the country.

He said that when the courts ruled that Umo was an unl awf ul
organi sation in 1988, it was not only the Mal ays but al so non-Mal ay based
political parties that were filled with anxi ety and apprehensi on

Umo's struggle, he said, strikes a balance between its
responsibilities in this world and the hereafter

He said that Umo has proven that it was fair and just to al
Mal aysi ans and never been extremi st or narrow and snmall-mnded inits
interpretation of policies for the comunity.

Abdul I ah said that the el evation of Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad as
chai rman of the Non-Aligned Myvenment (NAM was a synbol of respect for
Mal aysi ans, for the country, and al so for Umo.

He said that Umo was exceptionally proud because the prine mnister
was a son of Umo

He bl ooned and bl ossoned in the Umo garden, where he displayed his
potential and honed his | eadership skills, learned and tasted the
bitterness of drawbacks and the sweetness of success, braved the storns of
trial and tribulation, sharpened his understanding of the struggle, pressed
forward step by step, rose, fell and rose again, to eventually become Umo
president, prinme mnister, an outstanding and exceptional statesman and a
| eader of international standing.

Abdul | ah said that the confidence and support that Umo enjoys did not
conme easy.

"There was no magic |anp that was rubbed that could, in the blink of an
eye, give us the support we enjoy today.

"At the same tinme, the support we enjoy and the confidence placed in us
wi Il erode only through our own actions, our own deeds, and our own
pronouncenents that do not get the blessings of the people.

"Beware! If Umo nenbers get too confortable, the confidence and
support will not last for eternity,” he said.

He al so called on Umo nenbers to |look into the future of Umo and the
chal l enges it faces on the long road towards realising its struggle.

He warned that all the successes would not last if Umo nenbers and the
peopl e were too quickly satisfied and becone conpl acent and forgetful

"It is our responsibility to preserve and to i nprove on our successes,”
he sai d.

Abdul | ah said that the people nmust be able to | ook ahead with a broad
vision to see everything with a gl obal perspective.

"W nust inprove our mnd s capacity. W nust enhance our
conpetitiveness to ensure that we can expand on our acconplishnments. W
must build our spiritual strength to defend our cultural and nationa
identity agai nst the chall enges brought by gl obalisation

"We shoul d enhance our resilience to guard agai nst influences that may
di vert our focus away fromthe foundation and ains of our struggle. W nust
strengthen unity anong nenbers of the party, anmong the Ml ays and anong
Mal aysi ans, " he sai d.

"Believe ne, that if our purpose and our belief in the struggle is pure
and sincere, is clear and good, is virtuous and honourable, then we wll
certainly be able to manage the successes we are inheriting and build upon
them" he added.
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